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Save what we have before ‘rewilding’ with
wolves, says Sir David Attenborough
Sir David Attenborough has spoken out against plans to reintroduce extinct species like wolves to
the British landscape, saying there’s enough to be done keeping the surviving wildlife alive and well.
“Putting beavers back [in the wild] seems
relatively innocuous. But I just feel we’ve got
enough on our plate as it is.” said Sir David
Attenborough.
As a result, schemes to
reintroduce now former native species such as
wolves, bears, beavers and lynx are either
happening or on the cards. But opponents of the
movement point out that wild animals can be
unpredictable and prone to wreaking havoc and
say there may be unintended consequences to
putting them back into an environment which has
been developing without them for hundreds or
thousands of years.
“We have got a hell of a lot of problems even
keeping alive what is already surviving here.” Sir
David told BBC Focus magazine.
But Sir David came out in defence of zoos, after an episode of Horizon asked whether they were still
relevant. He said zoos had a hugely important role to play in educating people about wild animals
they would never normally see. “Until you’ve actually seen [an elephant] shifting and creaking as it
moves around, you don’t understand how big it is.

wildbottlesighting
The Marine Conservation Society has reported that in just 10 beach cleaning weekends over the
last decade its volunteers have picked up a staggering 102,000 bottles.

Bird lovers help scientists
discover secrets of beak
evolution
Citizen scientists and bird lovers across the world
have helped researchers to uncover new secrets
about the evolution of bird’s beaks over time in a
ground-breaking study.
Researchers at the University of Sheffield asked
the public to help measure beak shapes from
more than 2000 bird species which have been 3D scanned from specimens at the Natural History
Museum and the Manchester Museum.
Using the crowdsourced data, the team were able show that the diversity of bird beaks expanded
early in their evolutionary history. The most unusual beak shapes often involved periods of exceptionally fast evolutionary change.
Members of the public can log onto the website, www.markmybird.org (created by the Digital
Humanities Institute, Sheffield) which allowed anyone to access 3D models of the beaks and help
create this new resource of bill shapes.
Dr Jen Bright, from the University of South Florida, said: “It’s striking how much the speed of
evolution changes between different birds. It’s a really dynamic process, and it means there are still

Climate change is disrupting seasonal behaviour
of Britain's wildlife
Climate change is disrupting the seasonal behaviour of Britain’s plants and animals, with rising
temperatures having an impact on species at different levels of the food chain, new research shows.
The result could be widespread “desynchronisation” between species and their phenological
events – seasonal biological cycles such as breeding and migration – that could affect the functioning of entire ecosystems, according to the large-scale study published this week in the journal Nature.
It also warns of changes in the key seasonal interactions between species that could disrupt
relationships between predators and prey and affect their breeding success and survival.
The study, led by Dr Stephen Thackeray from the Centre for Ecology and Hydrology in collaboration with 17 other organisations, analysed 10,003 long term phenological data sets of 812 of the
UK’s marine, freshwater and land-based plant and animal species collected between 1960-2012 on
everything from fish spawning to plant flowering.

Devastating Declines
In Common Butterfly Species
The alarming results from the 2016 Big Butterfly
Count warn us that without urgent action our
butterflies could disappear forever.
Familiar species such as the gatekeeper, comma
and small copper recorded their lowest numbers
ever in this summer's count.
The figures have come as a huge shock. We
must discover more about why these previously
widespread butterflies are struggling and identify
any new threats to their survival.

Glyphosate in honey
A federal health department in the United States has found traces of Monsanto’s dangerous
weedkiller, RoundUp, in honey. Some honey contained double the level of glyphosate that is
considered safe in the E.U.
Public pressure and sound science have already pushed countries like France, Colombia, the
Netherlands, and Sri Lanka to restrict the use of glyphosate. Malta has gone all the way to be the
first country to outright ban the poison.

