
Tales from Meadow Brook 
by Ginger-Tigger 

 The winter has certainly been wet here in 
Devon. As I sit looking through the French win-
dows on to my garden, I see crocus in flower and 
the white blossoms of viburnum. The garden is 
quite newly planted. It was but a muddy football 
pitch when we arrived in June. I am keen to keep 
watch to discover as much wildlife as possible 
here in my garden at Meadow Brook. 
 Broad bean plants are growing in two 
patches for an early crop of beans and to miss 
the blackfly. I have noticed small circular holes in 
about half a dozen of the leaves, and wondered 
what had made them. It appears that small bee-
tles are responsible. These are flea beetles but 
as the damage isn’t too bad they won’t hurt the 
crop of beans for this year.
 Adult flea beetles eat the leaves and stems 
of the plants, but the larvae do little damage in 
this instance, un-like the larvae of the potato flea 
beetle. There are many different species of flea 
beetle. This species is the pale striped flea bee-
tle (systena blanda) – beans are one of their food 
plants. The larvae overwinter in the soil. 
 I sat by the plants with the damaged 
leaves and gave myself a good scratch. My own-
er grinned. “Yes Ginger-Tigger, flea beetles be-
cause they are small and hop from place to place 
in the same way that fleas do, but they are not 
the sort of fleas that will bother you,” she said. I 
was glad about that! 
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Broad bean leaves
showing flea beetle 

damage. Small round 
holes - When numerous 
they give a shot gun-like 

appearance.

Welcome young naturalists! 
This newsletter is especially for 7-12 year 
olds. Feel free to write in with your letters.

Can you spot the difference between the 
pictures below? 5 creatures to find!

A
nsw

er. In this picture a grey heron in flight, 3 bum
ble 

bees and a garden spider are included.

Can you identify the 
butterfy below?

Answer. It is a Comma 
Butterfly. It hibernates in 
the adult stage so will be 

one of the first you’ll see on 
the wing. Keep your eyes 

open!



Spuggie the house sparrow is 
nicely camouflaged in the hedge.
Hal the heron is fishing.

Spuggie wants to know why the 
hedge is growing a beard.

Hal says the hedge isn’t gowing 
a beard. This is a plant called 
travellers joy or wild clematis. 
Now Spuggie is pretending he 
has a beard!

Uncle Willow’s Fact File
                  

  Hi! I’m Uncle Willow the border collie 
   dog. So, Spuggie and Hal have been  
    talking about traveller’s joy (Clematis 

vitalba). Let’s take a closer look.Here are 
some notes for your reference

Where to look : Hedgerows, wood margins, scrub.

What to look for: A woody climbing plant. Leaves 
grow opposite each other (in opposite pairs) The 
leaves have 3 to 5 leaflets with stems that twist around 
other plant stems and branches, thus enabling it to 
climb.

When to look for flowers: 
July-August

When to look for the fluffy, feathery seed heads: 
Autumn onwards

Making field notes when you find it:
Include a description of what you have found. Identify 
it, include the date, location and whether it was a large 
or a small patch. Perhaps sketch it in a note book or 
take a photograph to include in your journal.

Do you have a query?

Feel free to write to Ginger-Tigger or Uncle Willow at
Youth Officer Via General Secretary

British Naturalists’ Association
BM8129, London WC1N 3XX

or email: info@bna-naturalists.org

Can you identify the bird in the 
picture below? Take a minute, see 

if you can. If you can’t identify it, the 
answer is up-side-down underneath 

the picture.  Once you know what it is, 
look it up in a book or on the internet 

and see what you can find out about it. 

This is a black headed gull (Larus ridibundus) 
In summer it will have a black head, in winter it 

only shows the black ear markings.

Q. What is Biology?
A. Biology is the study of living things.

Did you 
know? 

A young swan 
is called a 

cygnet? See 
adjacent. 

It has not yet 
acquired the
 white plum-

age of the adult 
swans.


