
Surviving Naturally 

A Message from the BNA Chairman 

Strange times. No pubs, pictures, cafes. How do we cope? 
 

As we go through this period of uncertainty, I feel that as Naturalists we could be at an advantage to 
cope. Here is just some thoughts and insights to how I am trying to weather the storm. 
 
On the 23rd of March my favourite nature watching place announced that the site would be closing 
at the end of the day because of Covid-19, so that was my last visit for some time. It was, however, 
good to visit the area closed to the public, especially with my first sighting of the year of a slow 
worm under one of the refuge mats and quite a few common toads under the logs that have been 
left there for that purpose. The good weather will be bringing along the insects there so it will be 
good when we do return to a more normal time. 
 
My thoughts and efforts have now turned, as I am sure most of us have, to my own garden. The 
dwarf cherry has been frequented by buff-tailed bees for some time now, but this morning brought 
out the first early bee to forage there too. The birdfeeders are busy with the house sparrows with 
the hedge clattering with their calls at odd times of the day. Blackbirds and blue tits are starting to 
defend their territories as the great tit is singing above the nest box in the garden next door. The 
evening bird chorus is building with the blackbirds, robins, song thrushes and mistle thrush giving 
the song to the beautiful slowly fading red sky last night. The numbers of buzzards in the afternoon 
gliding on the thermals is always going to amaze me as there were only one pair in a wood on the 
Wentworth Estate when I first moved to Rotherham; now there can be 10 to 15 of these big raptors 
above my house. 
 
I will be cutting the grass tomorrow but I have always left an area uncut through the year next to the 
hedge. I have found that since I started this patch of long grass, that the numbers and diversity of 
the moths in my regular moth trap did in fact increase. There also seems to have been an increase in 
the fly population in my small garden over the years, this, I hope, is a response to my managing the 
dead wood that I have. I am particularly pleased to see the tiny flies around the sunny parts of the 
hedge and will be starting bat detecting as the weather is settled at the moment. 
 
No frogs in the pond next door – well non heard from over the fence yet but will make a note of the 
date as usual.   
 
I know that not all of us have the benefit of a garden, but if you do, as we all know, it is a good place 
to allow the local wildlife to thrive and allows us to stay in a safe environment to enjoy the sunshine 
and fresh air while watching the goings on. 
 
Let’s all look after each other by staying safe and well. 
 

Steve 


