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Editorial

Receiving the cover picture of fungi seen in a Wiltshire Wood I was amused.
The little ones emerging from the woodland floor seem to be sheltering from
rain beneath a giant umbrella; for me they epitomise the very wet Spring we
have all had to endure. Gales and floods prevented much field exploration &
Summer can’t come soon enough. That said, this is the first year that I’ve
found Scarlet elf cup in my woodland which made me smile. So,‘always an
upside’, as the saying goes.
Even more welcome is our new Trustee, Neil Redgate FBNA and the two
newest BNA Officers, Pauline Rutherford MBNA as Hon. Website Editor
and Di Farrar MBNA , Hon. Admin Secretary. Great to have you on the team..
Mo Norrington
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BNA AGM and Field Day
At
Perivale Wood Nature Reserve
in West London
“This year marks the tercentenary
of the birth of the Rev. Gilbert
White, the Selborne clergyman who
was a major inspiration during the
formation in 1885 of The Selborne
Society and regarded as the father of
British Natural History. If you’ve
not read his classic book The
Natural History and Antiquities of
Selborne, 2020 is the year to do so.

Gilbert was born in his grandfather’s Vicarage at Selborne in 1720,
shown in early editions of the Grimm illustrations but the building was later
demolished. The family moved to Surrey and West Sussex before returning
to Selborne to live with Gilbert’s widowed grandmother around 1728 after
grandfather (Gilbert White senior) had died.
Gilbert came to natural history rather late in life, first writing a journal of
his garden from 1751 but by 1767, with a new notebook and significant
correspondence between himself, Author Daines Barrington and Zoologist
Thomas Pennant he was encouraged to expand upon Selborne’s natural
history content from 1768. As Gilbert sadly observed “It has been my
misfortune never to have had any neighbours whose studies have led them
towards the pursuit of natural knowledge…”
Without Pennant and Barrington to encourage him, there would have
been no Natural History of Selborne”
The above extract from ‘A Good Selborne Read’ by Dr June Chatfield sits
well with BNA's aim to be a source of inspiration and encouragement to all
aspiring Naturalists. Fitting then that we return to Selborne’s Perivale Wood
for an exciting day of field exploration in the year of a great Naturalist's
Tercentenary.
Booking form will be distributed to all Members as soon as the full day’s
content has been finalised.
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Water Meadows in the English Landscape
Bryan Sherwood

Water meadows are quite distinct from other forms of wet grassland with a
very specific traditional management system and should not be confused
with Lammas or flood-meadows, which are naturally covered in shallow
water by seasonal flooding from a river. Water meadows are man-made and
were very much a feature of agriculture from the 16th to early 19th century.
Water meadows were carefully flooded to provide an early grazing for
livestock by enriching the sward. This helped overcome the gap during early
spring when there would have been a need to use supplementary feeding.
Water meadows were virtually unknown in northern England and the
cold and dry climate, poor-draining soils and gentle gradients of the rivers
in eastern England made it less favourable for construction there. An
examination of old maps show most central southern and western rivers –
including the upper reaches of the Thames – had almost continuous water
meadows along their banks where possible.
There are two basic forms pf water meadow: ‘Catchwork’ meadows were
used for fields on slopes and required relatively little engineering skill to
construct. Water from a stream or spring was fed to the top of a sloping field
and gentle sloping terraces were formed along which the water could trickle
in a zig-zag fashion down the field. Any surplus water was carried away by
a ditch or stream at the foot of the slope.
More common were ‘Bedwork’ or floated water-meadows (Figure 1),
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Figure 1. Schematic outline of the principal features of a water meadow
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which were built on almost-level fields along broad river valleys and
required careful construction to ensure correct operation.
Whilst the idea is simple, the application required changes in topography
and the larger meadows could become quite complicated in their layout.
Water was taken along a leat or ‘top carrier’ leading off the stream or river
higher up its course, and conducted to systems of parallel channels (mains)
running along the tops of ridges, superficially resembling the ridge and
furrow of former arable fields. The water flowed down the sloping sides of
the ridges (‘beds’ or ‘panes’) and into drains, which returned the water either
directly – or indirectly via further ‘bedworks’ – to the river. Water meadows
were expensive to create and to enable the system to work efficiently skilled
labourers were required, these were known as ‘drowners’, ‘meadmen’ or
‘watermen’. Unlike Lammas or other floodplain meadows, they were often
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Figure 2. Sketch map of the irrigation at Harnham
Adapted from the 1900s maps
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managed directly by large estates, rather than the copyhold farmers.
With rising cost of labour and the introduction of more and more
mechanisation on farms, maintaining water meadows became less viable. It
is estimated that since the Second World War, more than one million hectares
of water meadow have been lost – large numbers were subsequently levelled
and ploughed out or taken for house-building – with devastating
consequences for plant and wildlife. Today the few remaining meadows are
maintained largely by volunteers. Perhaps the most complex – though not the
largest at 84 acres – are the meadows at Harnham to the south west of
Salisbury, in Wiltshire. (Figure 2) Today A small portion (about 10%) of the
total area may be drowned on a regular basis, the restriction being largely due
to persistent low river levels in the Nadder, but a substantial area (about 60%)
still retains the ‘floating’ infrastructure and has the potential for irrigation.
These were immortalised by John Constable in the 1830s when he painted
Salisbury Cathedral from the Meadows showing the view across the River
Nadder and meadows looking towards the Cathedral.(Figure 3) Whereas in
Suffolk where Constable painted several of his most famous rural scenes,
there are only about 600 acres of genuine water meadow left, a fraction of the
original area.

Figurer 3. John Constable, Salisbury Cathedral from the Meadows. 1831
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Figure 4. Enhanced view of the water meadow beside the River Avon near Alderbury, Wiltshire

It must be emphasized that, in ordinary operation, water meadows are not
flooded and water does not lay on the ground. Relatively warm river water
trickles over the surface of the soil, keeping it at about 5 degrees above air
temperature, protecting the roots and growing points of the meadow grasses
from frost. Flooding kills grass and waterlogging encourages rushes to grow;
neither of these outcomes are desirable in a meadow.
Water meadows are micro ecosystems, teeming with wildlife. Today
conservationists are concerned at the drop in numbers of many species that
favour water meadow habitats.
There may be a great deal of overlap, between the grass species found in
hay and water meadows. The exact species mix will depend on such factors
as the frequency and duration the meadow is flooded, together with the
degree of saturation of the soil at other times of the year. Cocksfoot,
Timothy, Sweet Vernal-grass and Crested Dog's-tail may usually be present,
together with species such as Meadow Foxtail, Yorkshire Fog and Tufted
Hair-grass. Other flowers such as Meadow Saxifrage, Marsh Marigolds,
Ragged Robin and Southern Marsh-orchids may also be found. There is
normally a high level of invertebrates present including butterflies and
dragonflies. Among the birds that enjoy feeding on water meadow insects are
waders and other species such as sedge warbler, reed bunting and
whitethroat. In late summer flocks of finches can be seen on the seed heads
of thistle and teasel. Other wildlife you might see and experience include
fish, grass snakes, water voles and water shrews. Even otters have been
occasionally recorded at various sites.
Today redundant water meadows are far more commonly seen and in
parts of central southern England, as here at Alderbury (Figure 4), they are
among the most distinctive features of the chalkland river valleys.
6

k

Wild Garlic
M Norrington

The cover picture of wild garlic triggered such lovely memories for me
because when moving house in 1984 a steep woodland hill-climb approach
was involved which, when the wild garlic appeared along its length, offered
a wonderful aroma with which we were unfamiliar. As a toddler, my son
loved the smell and to this day when he visits home he still anticipates the
moment we hit the 'sensory climb' with pleasure.
An extra bonus for me is that when Spring arrives, wild garlic surrounds
the house and foraging begins. Succulent young leaves are gathered to
contribute to daily meals and when the starlike flowers appear, the entire area
looks quite magical.
I know you will all be familiar with the plant and that you have most
likely used it as a veg accompaniment to meals, wilting it like spinach as I
did in the past, but this dish, created by Kieron Mondahl, a very talented
young chef of my acquaintance, is so delicious that I thought I'd share.
Really hope that you will enjoy it as much as I do.
Wild Garlic Pesto Recipe

Method

150g Wild Garlic, stalks removed
1 Clove Garlic
50g Pine Nuts, toasted
150ml Rapeseed Oil, Cotswold Gold if possible
½ Zest of Lemon, Juice to taste
60g Finely Grated Parmesan, or Old Winchester
if vegetarian

Firstly ensure that the wild garlic is well picked by removing the stalks and washed.
Dry thoroughly using kitchen roll to remove as much excess water as possible.
Toast pine nuts in a pan on the stove, or on a tray in the oven until golden brown
and allow to cool.
Next add the wild garlic, garlic clove, pine nuts, lemon zest and rapeseed oil to a
food processor. Blitz this together for a minute or two until smooth. You can blitz it
for less time if you want more texture in your Pesto.
Take the finely grated parmesan (or Old Winchester) and fold this through the
blitzed mix. This helps give you a bit more body to the pesto, rather than blending
all the ingredients together. Season with lemon juice, salt and pepper to taste.
This pesto is perfect for pasta, with salmon or even a piece of nicely cooked lamb
rack or loin.
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Notes from London's Natural History Museum Wildlife Garden
Autumn 2019
Tom Thomas

Autumn came suddenly with shorter, darker days of chill breezes and strong
rains. Several trees had already developed autumn colours, yellow, gold and
bronze; a stark contrast to the greens of unchanged foliage.
This is the time of physically intensive maintenance for the Garden
volunteers: trimming and cutting away encroaching foliage; renovation of
the composting stalls after the year's compost has been removed and bagged
for use elsewhere; roofing repairs to the hut holding tools and the chipping
machine.
Leaf fall has to be removed by hand, raking or sweeping, to be bagged as
composting. A major problem comes from the large leaves of the London
planes which cover areas of ground hindering the growth of future ground
flora. Also, one of the three ponds is amongst trees so has to be protected
from leaves. This is done by building a wooden frame above and across the
pond which is then covered by a large net, its edges fastened to the banks.
This task needed all the volunteers.
The overgrown grasses of the meadow, the mound and similar areas, were
cropped by our favourite method, three Dartmoor grey face sheep, Bracken,
Bee and Ivy. They always attract visitors and their youngsters.
Monitoring the flora and fauna is continuous. Discovered by Ecologist &
Wildlife Garden Volunteer Sylvia Myers, a new record for the site is the
strange slug Testacella scutulum (Shelled Slug). Strange because it has a
finger-like shell covering its rear end. 70 to 100 mm in length it can reach up
to 10 cms long at maturity. The body is pale yellow and speckled with brown
spots. It has two grooves along the length of the body that meet at the small,
vestigial shell at the tail-end. Foot fringe and sole usually orange. A predator
of earthworms, it spends most of its
life under the soil surface.
The bird feeder is regularly
visited by great and blue tits, robin
and, occasionally, a chaffinch.
Dropped seed is scavenged by
pigeons, the three grey squirrels and
four house mice. The latter live in
the nearby hedge. The three
moorhens prefer to peck away in the
meadow.
Male blackbird beside pond
Photo: T. Thomas
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The Great Copse, Swindon
Carole Bent

Ancient broadleaved woodlands and much loved green spaces may not
spring to mind when you first think of Swindon, but maybe they should.
Amongst the town’s special places is The Great Copse, a site of special
scientific interest on the outskirts of historic Old Town.
Lovingly referred to by locals as Croft Woods, minimal intervention in
terms of woodland management has encouraged welcomed biodiversity.
Full of wildlife; muntjac deer, badgers and foxes run freely, replacing
cattle that were herded through in earlier times.
With no commercial foresting allowed; ash, beech, birch, hazel, holly,
oak, sweet chestnut and yew have grown. Each springtime a carpet of
bluebells bursts into life.
The sound of woodpeckers and owls carries along nearby Marlborough
lane, the natural wildlife corridor that links the wood to the embankment
which flanks Swindon’s busy road system. Robins, wrens, bats and buzzards
fly by.
A semi hidden gem in a hardworking town, the Great Copse is in the soul
of many who live close by. Asking people what the woodland means to them,
their response is heartening.
“I have shared both happy and troubled times with nature there. If you’re
feeling low, go for a walk in Croft Woods, look up and your troubles seem
so small.” said one.

Sunday scribbles in the woodland
Drawings: C. Bent
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“When I’m running, it’s a good place to pause, to take in the
surroundings, its stillness and marvel at how long these trees have been
here.’’ said another
“As a child, it was a magical place full of faerie rings and laughter,
playing hide and seek, making dens, then as a teenager sneaking out with
friends sleeping out under the stars.” a third, reminisced fondly.
Some walk the woods alone, some carry bags to collect litter, sometimes
with people that they love. Many take beloved dogs with names like Ash and
Nuggy carrying sticks along muddy pathways before wandering across the
clearest of streams.
Some years ago, I wrote a tiny book called Wisdom of the Catfish, ending
with the words
“If we are lucky, we all have moments in the sunlight, when the day
seems a little warmer and the sky a little bluer. If we are lucky, we notice the
glitter in the concrete and the sparkle in the cement and we remember to stop
and smile. If we are lucky, we see hearts everywhere, not just in the eyes of
those we love, but all around when we walk in nature, in a leaf blown or a
smudge left or a pebble rolling back from the sea. Breathing in the clean air
of the Great Copse, it’s easy to forget the business of life just inches away.
For some, it’s a healing place, for others, a place of fond memories but
for everyone, a reminder that at the end only nature and love really count.
My thanks to Jessie, Nadine & Alex for their observations.
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An Iomallach a Túath : The Northern Fringe
Neil Redgate

Failte
Welcome to the first of a new regular feature describing the natural history
from ‘The Northern Fringe’of Britain; my garden is located on the north
coast of mainland Scotland.
These notes will be based on a mixture of my own personal observations
and gleanings from other sources in the previous six months and allow my
fellow naturalists to make comparisons with their own observations and
observe any similarity or differences wherever they reside.
Putting food out for birds throughout the year attracted twenty-six species
in 2019 and has also acted as a ‘fly-through restaurant’ with an ‘a la carte’
menu for a local pair of sparrowhawks (Accipiter nisus). The food has also
encouraged three rodent species to establish themselves in the garden, viz.,
house mouse (Mus domesticus), long-tailed field mouse (Apodemus
sylvaticus) and the short-tailed vole (Microtus agrestis). All three share the
same runs among the beds, stonework and garden: the long-tailed field
mouse is predominantly nocturnal and crepuscular and also travels greater
distances out in the open; the vole is diurnal; and the house mouse is active
both night and day. I have observed, on separate occasions, both the house
mouse and the vole feeding quite happily alongside the garden birds at
different times of the day, sometimes in the feeding tray at the same time!
During the winter, the garden has had an invasion of blackbirds (Turdus
merula): a weekly average of 6 males and 2 females (during the summer,
only a single pair and their brood visited the garden) increasing to 12 males
and 2 females in the 3rd week of January. Many resident garden birds migrate
(typically south and west) during the winter and continental/Scandinavian
populations replace them. This may well explain my observations, there
being no external differences between the continental and resident
populations.
During the summer, I recorded a moss carder bee (Bombus muscorum) in
the garden, only to learn that in fact it was the common carder bee (Bombus
pascuorum). Standard identification keys would identify highland specimens
to be the moss carder bee as these populations have no discernible black hairs
on the gaster (‘abdomen’). This is an example of clinal variation whereby
common carder populations in Central Scotland show some black hairs and
the English populations have even darker hairs.
At the time of writing this article, I have recorded (20th January) the first
flowers of the snowdrop (Galanthus nivalis), which is considerably early.
We are never too old to learn something new or be surprised.
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Young Nats
Chairman Steve’s Nature Notes

Birdwatching is always one of my favourite pastimes through the spring and
summer. Robins, dunnocks and blackbirds are always busy in my garden
while the blue tits and great tits visit the hedges and trees. I always enjoy the
hustle and bustle of house sparrows and the starlings are like badly behaved
boys in class as they all want to feed, fight or have a bath at the same time.
Collared doves and wood pigeons seem too big for the garden but they are
happy to search for scraps just as much as the small birds do. It is always a
thrill to see the occasional visitors too; I am very lucky to have goldcrests and
bullfinches coming into the garden every now and then but always enjoy
seeing goldfinches on my feeders as even though they are not rare or unusual
in gardens, they are the prettiest of birds. And just every now and then the
sparrowhawk flies in and all of the other birds fly off.
Things to do –
Look for the birds collecting and carrying off nesting material at the
beginning of spring; later they will carry food to the nest and then the parent
birds will bring their young into the garden and feed them. It is good to watch
how these young birds beg for food by shaking their wings with their mouths
open wide for the parent to pop the food in.

Female bullfinch
Photo:S Rutherford

Sparrow with food
Photo:D Farrar
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Signs of Spring
Pauline Rutherford MBNA

Wood anenome (Anemone nemorosa)
Photo: P. Rutherford
When spring arrives it’s nice to get out and look for the signs of spring in
nature. Take a walk through a woodland in March or April and see the spring
flowers – two I always look out for are wild garlic or ramsons (Allium
ursinum) (See cover) and wood anemone (Anemone nemorosa). The
ramsons is unmistakeable with its pungent garlicy smell giving a carpet of
white flowers. The wood anemone with its white petals and delicate paleyellow centre grows in dappled shade and is an indicator of an ancient
woodland.
Other signs of spring are buds opening on trees and birds singing. It
doesn’t take much for the trees and bushes to start growing; the warm
sunshine has them bursting into life after their winters sleep! As the trees
don’t have any leaf cover it’s easy to spot the birds as they sing away. See if
you can find some catkins on a hazel tree or use some binoculars to find the
bird singing.
It's a lovely time of year so go out and enjoy it!
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Welcome to our newest YNat
Wildlife enthusiastic Ollie writes :

I am really happy to be a member of the BNA because I love nature and
protecting endangered species. I do Gardening Club and Eco Club at school
and we have been planting an area called Owl Corner for bees. So far we
have put in lavender and daisies. In my school Outdoor Learning lessons (3
a week) we have collected scrap from our families and built a bug hotel, it is
so tall we have called it The Bug Khalifa. My favourite animals are owls and
one day I would like to have an owl rescue and a seahorse sanctuary.

Ollie with the Bug Khalifa
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Obituary

David Bellamy
Roger Tabor, BNA President

Sadly Professor David Bellamy OBE Hon FBNA, our long time President,
died on 11th December 2019 aged 86.
David was buried on the 10th January
following a service in his small village
church attended by family & friends near
Hamsterley Forest in County Durham. It was
a privilege to be there, not the least to hear
one of David’s first doctoral students, David
Shimwell, recalling with affection David
Bellamy’s enthusiastic & inspirational
guidance on botany.
I smiled for this was the same David
whom BNA members knew when hearing
him talking in the field or lecture theatre and
the same exuberant David loved by a
generation of TV viewers (& impersonators).
Roger Tabor’s full obituary is to be published in the June issue of Country-Side magazine.

15

k

David Bellamy at 2009 Conference

David Bellamy at Bristol Zoo. 2011

David Bellamy on Pioneer, Brightlingsea. 2014
Photos: R. Tabor
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Obituary

Alan Major FBNA
Mo Norrington

Alan passed away peacefully on the 29th October 2019, four months after his
90th birthday and following many, many months of health problems which
he bore with amazing fortitude and optimism.
I “met” Alan after I became Editor of British Naturalist and we shared a
wealth of correspondence, not only because he generously contributed
articles to the Newsletter, also always feeding back complimentary
comments on its content, but on a personal basis. He shared so many details
of his life with me and I enjoyed his updates on progress of events within his
very close and loving family.
Alan was a highly committed member of BNA and inordinately proud of
the Association’s recognition of his status as a Naturalist. He deeply
regretted not being able to attend more recent national Conferences and other
events, a sentiment demonstrated by this extract from the last letter he wrote
to me
“I would so love to have been at the BNA 2019 Conference at Epping and
to meet those members I know again, as a Fellow with my ‘adornment’ on.
I wish more Fellows would do so at this meeting as it was a surprising (to
me) an honour to receive this, also the David Bellamy prize that has pride of
place in my work/writing/lounging about room. I will be there in thought and
send all my best wishes to BNA.”
Alan generously donated his wonderful collection of 130 European and
exotic seashells, which became a much admired feature at BNA
Conferences. This fact delighted him no end.
I will miss Alan enormously, as will another BNA Fellow, Tom Thomas
who recalls:
“As far as my memory serves, Alan and I met only twice, both
occasions being BNA events. He was a very amiable and affable man,
very easy to talk to. Our conversations ranged over many subjects,
mainly Natural History.
It became obvious that not only was he very knowledgeable but
also, of great practical experience. He was interested to learn of my
own specialist subject of spiders and from then on a correspondence
grew up wherein he would forward notes and items on arachnids.
Many of these would be in he form of cuttings from newspapers and
other publications. Of all things, these are what I will miss … no more
envelopes full of snippets of information. For this thoughtfulness and
kindness I will miss Alan.”
Thomas John Thomas FBNA C.chem MRSC.
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News about BNA Graded Members
Trevor James BEM
Warmest congratulations to Trevor
James on being awarded the British
Empire Medal in the 2020 New Year
Honours.
Member and past Chairman of
BNA’s Hertfordshire Branch and
author of ‘Flora of Hertfordshire’
and ‘Beetles of Hertfordshire’
Trevor has been Hertfordshire’s
County Recorder for plants and
beetles for some 40 years.
Recognition for his services to
nature conservation in the County is
so very well deserved.
At a Herts Branch celebration of
his achievement Trevor was treated
to a special cake created by Herts
Branch member, June Crew.
Now that’s what I call a ‘Bake Off’

Photo: Chris James

Photo: June Crewe
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New Vice President
Professor Sarah Wanless PhD, FRSE, HonFBNA

NERC Individual Merit Scientist
and Fellow at the
Centre for Ecology & Hydrology

We are delighted to welcome our
new Vice President, Professor Sarah
Wanless PhD FRSE HonFBNA.
Sarah is renowned for her
outstanding fieldwork studies on
seabirds.

Latest Graded Members
FBNA
Cliff Jones JP, FRGS, M.InstTT, FBNA
We welcome Cliff Jones who has been accepted as a Fellow by the BNA
Grades Board. He has been a regular field guide/leader/safari guide for 35
years in Africa & India, & also Shri Lanka & Borneo. He was also a field
instructor to young Ugandans, Tanzanians & Malawians in wildlife guiding
& was a natural history university lecturer in Uganda.
He has led birdwatching cruises and still lectures on wildlife aboard
cruise ships. A dedicated campaigner for environmental protection he still
gives talks to local groups & schools.
Cliff has given many natural history talks & broadcasts on wildlife
including co-presenting “Wildlife on Five Live” on BBC Radio. Frieda
Morrison BBC Radio Scotland’s “Out of Doors” Producer/Presenter
recalled: “I have worked with Cliff Jones in many parts of the world & have
marvelled at his encyclopaedic knowledge of his subject”.
He was a Registered Ringer with Hindley (Wigan) ringing group for 12
years, & a founder member 1978 of the Chorley & District Natural History
Society, Lancashire. In 1986 he founded the Huntley & District Natural
History Society in Aberdeenshire in Scotland. He is a Fellow of the RSPB &
BTO member for 40 years.
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Cliff was recently invited by the Rector of The Gordon Schools
(Est.1839) to address the pupils and staff of the school’s Eco Group. When I
went to speak to them I was gratified and inspired by my reception and the
searching questions, which went on for 45 minutes after I finished speaking!
The following day he received this message from the Rector:
“I wanted to let you know how much of a positive impact you had
yesterday on our young people and also colleagues.
All I have heard today from those involved is how interesting,
thought-provoking and clear your messages were and that they could
have spent the whole afternoon in conversation with you! I’m
delighted to hear that you may be using one of the pictures with your
esteemed BNA colleagues.
We really appreciate you taking the time to visit and know that you
are welcome any time at The Gordon Schools”.
Comments which epitomise what BNA – and its Grade Recognition
Scheme – is all about.
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Branch News
BNA Essex Branch
Roger Tabor

Across 2019 BNA Essex had another excellent year of field natural history
activities:
Coastal Birding Boat Trip, Over-wintering Wildfowl & Waders 23rd
February 2019
Brilliant boat trip, lots of birds in sunny weather. Combined event by BNA
Essex with Essex Countryside & Wildlife course (based in Chelmsford &
affiliated to the BNA). It was led by Gerry Johnson MBNA & Roger Tabor
HonFBNA. Gerry is both a Branch member, member of EC&W, plus
chairman of Essex Birdwatching Society. The boat was skippered along
Brightlingsea Creek by Nigel Taylor, who is a Branch member & a
Brightlingsea’s Harbour Commissioners trustee.
We had a full boat & saw around 1,000 Brent geese, hundreds of
oystercatchers, a flock of grey plovers, 50 curlew, godwit, turnstone,
avocets, redshank, lapwing, shelduck, herring gull, lesser black backed gull,
a couple of cormorant, wigeon, little egret, teal, mallard, crow, overhead 3
buzzard, kestrel, rook, wood pigeon. Very enjoyable trip, rounded off by a
cafe lunch at the “Coach House”.
Spring in Cockaynes Wood, Alresford, Essex 13th April 2019
Visit to Cockaynes Wood was led by Dr Chris Gibson FBNA. The location
is a mosaic of ancient woodland, stream, lakes plus sandy areas. On an
exposed slope of sand descending from woodland Chris showed it home to
thousands of colonial solitary bee the Vernal Colletes (or Spring Mining
Bee) Colletes cunicularius. In the UK had been restricted to West coast
Wales to Cumbria on old dunes, but this Essex former extraction site suits it
perfectly. Wetter areas of the site provide willows whose flowers power the
bee’s early flight period (March-May), our April visit was perfect timing to
see the bees.
In the woodland by the stream Chris pointed out the remarkable shaped
flower Moschatel, otherwise known as ‘Town Hall Clock’.
BNA Essex at National BNA Conference 11th May 2019, Forest School,
Snaresbrook
BNA Essex was well represented at the 2019 Conference “Protecting Our
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Marine Wildlife”. Essex University marine biologist Dr Tom Cameron was
officially recognised by BNA President Roger Tabor as an Hon Fellow, Alice
Lown as a Fellow & Fiona Hutchings as an MBNA, we welcome them to
the branch. Existing branch member Tricia Moxey became a Fellow.
Dr Cameron gave one of the lectures, discussing restorative work for
Native Oyster populations.. Alice had a poster display of her work in the
Hall, mapping the oysters distribution in the Essex Esturies
MCZ. (Congratulations to Alice as shortly after she became Dr Lown). Kent
& Essex Inshore Fisheries & Conservation Authority also had a display near
our BNA Essex stand.
Chris Gibson FBNA & Ken Biggins MBNA led 2 field activities. Other
BNA Essex members took part including Tony Boniface FBNA, Alan Purdy,
Gerry Johnson MBNA, Sara Biggins ABNA & Alan Purdy.

Moth Trapping at Wimbish, Essex 5th July 2019 & at Saffron Walden
19th July 2019. Many thanks to Fiona Hutchings for kindly inviting other
BNA Essex members to join her evening moth trapping evenings at Wimbish
& Saffron Waldon in July & then subsequently through other months of the
season.
Freshwater Wildlife at Sandford Millstream, River Chelmer 19th July
2019,
This event was led by Ken Biggins MBNA with support from Roger Tabor,
& we were delighted to be joined by Twitter’s @PondManUK Neil Phillips
who brought along his mobile photo-aquarium to take “underwater”
pictures. The sampling stars were miller’s thumbs, fish with broad heads
otherwise known as bullheads. (The name miller’s thumb comes from how
millers tested their flour by rubbing with the thumb. A lifetime of that
broadened the end of the thumb, like the broad heads of the fish. The link
with millers is that this species is often found in the oxygenated pools below
watermills). Neil photographed some small fish leaches.
Official Opening of New Permanent Natural History Display at
Chelmsford Museum, Essex 19th July 2019
Chelmsford Museum Director Nick Wickenden & the mayor of the city of
Chelmsford officially opened the new galleries at the Museum’s Oaklands
Park site. BNA President Roger Tabor was officially invited as he had been
involved in the design of the new permanent Natural History display. It
shows animals & birds that might be seen in a Chelmsford garden, by day &
night (the lighting changes). An electronic interactive selection board gives
information within the display.
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Investigating Porpoise Death Brightlingsea Creek 21st July 2019
Roger Tabor was called to investigate the death of a Porpoise in
Brightlingsea Creek, found by Brian Roberts. Roger identified it as a young
calf 0.79m long. A series of parallel deep cuts near the head could have been
from the propeller of a small boat. A chunk out of the abdomen may have
been from a grey seal or scavengers. It appeared that it had been otherwise
in good health. A live adult porpoise was subsequently spotted off the town
jetty.
BNA Essex Coastal Marine Event at Brightlingsea Boating Lake 10th
August 2019
This event was led by Roger Tabor. Brightlingsea Beach School youngsters
took part with their organiser Juliette Heppell. Branch members & members
of the public also took part.
The youngsters made excellent use of their sample pots with magnifiers.
The marine Isopods found were Idotea baltica (from their telson shape).
Roger pointed out female guarding among the Isopods & the location of
nermertine ribbon worms Lineus ruber at the edge of the lake. 3-spined
Sticklebacks & brown shrimps Crangon crangon were also found. The
Boating lake is brackish with an inlet from the estuary. He then showed the
group some recently arrived invasive Japanese Wireweed from the estuary
shore.
Nature Spotting for Families at the Lozenge Nature Area,
Brightlingsea, Essex 26th August 2019
Our annual event at the Lozenge, Brightlingsea, to encourage youngsters
with their families to find a number of species of wild flowers, trees, insects
& other species. They work from sheets with photographs of the species to
find, them put them on the map of where they found them in the reserve.
BNA Essex has been running this for many years in conjunction with the
Cinque Port Liberty of Brightlingsea who kindly provide volunteers to man
the event alongside BNA members. The Cinque Port Deputy in his chain of
office kindly met many of the families.
We are grateful to Brightlingsea Town Council for the use of the reserve.
The event is part of the Brightlingsea Town Show which takes place each
August Bank Holiday. In addition to age group prizes, this year every
youngster taking part received a small prize on the day. Top spotter was
Oliver Pentney, with Ezri Marsh winning the younger age group, with a
number of runners up with scores not far behind the top prize-winners.
Excellent naturalists of the future!
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Above:
Holding his map of spotted species, Winner
Oliver Pentney age 9 (far right). From right to left
of the picture are Oliver's mum, Kerry Aldridge,
his Aunt Jo Kerridge, his cousin Harvey Kerridge
who, with Oliver's sister Lacey (front of picture)
were Runners up.

Left:
Winner in the younger age group Ezri Marsh
(age 6) seen with her mum & dad Mr Wade
& Ms Marsh
Photos: R Tabor

Tree Planting at Lozenge Nature Area as part of BIOLOGY WEEK
2019, Brightlingsea 11th October 2019
Our President Roger Tabor spoke of the wildlife importance of the coastal
Brightlingsea area with SSSI, SPA, SAC, RAMSAR, MCZ & other
designations & the value of the Lozenge. As a Royal Society of Biology
Fellow he was delighted that Brightlingsea Council who own & manage the
reserve were co-operating with the BNA in the RSB’s Biology Week to draw
attention for the need of appropriate locally sourced & locally grown trees
for planting. Then he & the Mayor of Brightlingsea Cllr Graham Steady
planted a tree together. Then others including councillors & BNA member
Suzie Jenkins joined in.
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Sowing & Planting New Wildflower Meadow by Lozenge Nature Area,
Brightlingsea 2nd & 3rd November 2019
Suzie Jenkins, BNA member & part of the art & wildlife group Cob-nuts
(affiliated to BNA) instigated the Brightlingsea Nature Network. She with
the backing of the Town Council organised a planting & sowing of native
wildflowers into a new small meadow. Roger Tabor put in the first plant, a
small selfheal plant into the turf, aided by Suzie & the Mayor. Native
bluebells were put in the planted wood.
BNA Essex stand at Essex Field Club Exhibition event at Wat Tyler
Country Park, Pitsea, Essex Sat 7th December 2019
The branch had a big stand at Wat Tyler Country Park’s Green Centre as part
of Essex Field Club’s Exhibition & Social, which was a great day for talking
with other naturalists from other Essex natural history/conservation
organisations. Ken Biggins & Roger manned the stand, with appreciated
occasional help from Gerry Johnson (primarily manning another stand).
Other BNA Essex members who came to see the stand included Professor
Ted Benton HonFBNA, Fiona Hutchings MBNA, Tony Boniface FBNA &
John Dobson FBNA.
BNA Essex at All Saint’s Christmas Tree Festival, Brightlingsea 14-15
December 2019
Our branch displayed a “tree” again at this year’s festival with a ‘Green Man’
theme remembering David Bellamy who had recently died. David had been
in the church in 2014 as part of “Bellamy at Brightlingsea” weekend. A
number of people expressed their condolences, remembering meeting him or
how seeing his TV programmes started their interest in wildlife.
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BNA South Yorkshire Branch
A Rainy Day with a Fun Guy
Pauline Rutherford

Our branch meeting in October was forecast to be wet (more heavy rain to
make the ground even wetter). However, after the initial start the rain eased
off quite a bit. We were at Potter Holes Woods in Tankersley near Barnsley
and the subject was fungi led by “Fun Guy” Roy Stewart MBNA. Recent
very wet weather meant that squelching through mud was definitely on the
agenda but as fungi like humid conditions I was hopeful of some good finds.
Roy is very knowledgeable about this subject and began by explaining
about different types of fungi, what makes them grow and how and where
they grow. He told us there are millions of species world-wide with about
15,000 in the UK, the different family groups and their key identification
features. There are differing cap sizes, textures and shapes, some have
distinctive smells, others have gills and some have pores, the way the gills
are attached to the stipe (stem) and whether there is a ring on the stipe. Phew!
So much to learn it’s a difficult subject to specialise in.
We set off along the tracks and our first find was a lovely ring of common
funnel Clitocybe gibba. Roy told us about fairy rings, caused by the
mycelium – the underground organism producing the fruiting bodies which
move around as it seek nutrients from the soil. It starts at a single point and

Roy and the group
Photo: S. Rutherford
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as it exhausts the supply of nutrients, it pushes outwards in a circle, getting
wider as it goes which forms the ring. Nature is clever!
As we walked further into the woodland Roy had a couple of good
helpers, “here, Roy what’s this one?” “Roy, over here I’ve found another”
the cries went on; everyone was getting involved, eager to learn.
We found some quite special specimens – amethyst deceiver (Laccaria
amethystina), hares ear (Otidia onotica), dead Molls fingers (Xylaria
polymorpha) and a slime mould, wolf’s milk (Lycogola epidendrum) – to
name a few; all in all we had about 30 species, most were identified at the
time with Roy explaining about each one but a couple were taken away to
study more intensely.
It was a very good meeting; although this is a complex subject we all
learned something and I did get to do some spore prints which was a first for
me and great fun to do.

Amethyst deceiver (Laccaria amethystina)
Photo: S. Rutherford

Hares ear (Otidia onotica)
Photo: S. Rutherford

Dead Molls fingers (Xylaria polymorpha)
Photo: S. Rutherford

Wolf’s milk slime mould (Lycogola epidendrum)
Photo: S. Rutherford
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Biodiversity and the Stately Home
P. Rutherford

Wentworth Woodhouse
Photo: P. Rutherford

Picture a large country house with ornately decorated rooms and
immaculately manicured gardens, a history of the Gentry in years gone by.
A place visited by many thousands of visitors interested in history and how
life was many years ago. Perhaps a tour of the gardens to see ancient
rhododendron bushes or camelias, or a visit to see the opulence of the state
rooms.
But what of the ‘natural’ history? Natural History has been around for
ever hasn’t it? However, in the stately home, in these ‘perfect’ flower beds
bordering the symmetrical lawns where does the natural history go?
Here in South Yorkshire there is a stately home in the village of
Wentworth – Wentworth Woodhouse. This Grade 1 listed building has the
largest façade of any country house in the country, built in Jacobean times by
the first Marquess of Rockingham. It has had several owners over the
centuries, suffered terrible destruction in the gardens and parkland with
open-cast mining in the 1940s and generally fell into a poor state of repair by
the 1980s and now owned by the Wentworth Woodhouse Preservation Trust.
Where does the biodiversity come in?
South Yorkshire BNA were asked to do the biological recordings of the
gardens in 2019 as there were no records of any kind. We visited as often as
we could throughout the year listing everything we found and taking
photographs not only as records but to aid our identification. The gardens
have been managed by head gardener Scott Jameson for a few years now and
have wild flower meadows, woodland with some ancient trees, an orchard,
large open grassland areas as well as formal borders containing some old
varieties of plants and shrubs. Trees which have been managed by cutting
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back or pollarding, have been left
insitu as dead wood; the meadow is
cut once a year and has orchids
growing in it; the understory isn’t
‘perfectly manicured’ and has wild
flowers and bramble growing within
the scrub. So, a naturalist’s delight.
Our plan is to survey regularly in
the next few years, monitoring
different species with moth traps and
small mammal traps and recording
bats. We will age some of the older
trees, sweep the meadows regularly
and check under deadwood. Visiting
at different times of the year will
cover all the seasons, and give a true
picture of the diversity and the effect
climate change has on flight seasons
and breeding patterns of all species.
So far, we have a list of over 200
species, and, a large proportion are
fairly common species but there are
some interesting ones which haven’t
been recorded previously within the
area surrounding the Woodhouse.
Measuring trees
Three species of invertebrates – a
Photo: P. Rutherford
St. Marks fly (Bibio varipes) the
meadow plant bug (Leptopterna dolabrata), a common grass bug and the
common malachite beetle (Malachius bipustulatus), a dark green beetle with
a bright red tip to the abdomen; have a couple of sparse records in
Rotherham. A pretty yellow flower yellow pimpernel (Lysimachia
nemorum) grows quite profusely in some areas within the gardens but again,
although a common Northern species it hasn’t been recorded in this part of
Rotherham before. A question I ask myself is, are these species rare or
under-recorded? Have they always been here but there are no recorders? Or,
have they moved further north with the changing climate?
2019 was a very good year for fungi and, of the 25 species we have so far
found in the Woodhouse grounds, one species was silky rosegill (Volvariella
bombycina). Only 248 confirmed records nationwide, mainly in Norfolk and
the Welsh borders, but here we have a good colony of them. Our expert on
fungi sent this off to Pat O’Reilly from First Nature for confirmation, and
now the photo Roy Stewart took is on the First Nature website.
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St Marks fly (Bibio varipes)
Photo: S. Rutherford

Yellow pimpernel
(Lysimachia nemorum)
Photo: P. Rutherford

Common malachite beetle
(Malachius bipustulatus)
Photo: S. Rutherford

Management of habitats is the key, get that right and the diversity of an
area multiplies. The head gardener at the Woodhouse is doing an excellent
job of managing this. His interest has always been to conserve the
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environment and wildlife, and he is
very willing to take on advice and
suggestions we give him.
Biodiversity is the complex,
dynamic and varied layer of living
organisms which occupies the earth
and its seas. It is the ecological life
support system which provides
oxygen, temperature, nutrition and
water, pollination, reproduction, and
pest control so all ecosystems can
survive. With the changing climate
some species will be lost, some will
thrive; many may move to cooler or

Roy identifying the fungi
Photo: P. Rutherford

Silky rosegill (Volvariella bombycina)
Photo: R. Stewart

hotter areas as they depend on certain temperatures or where the food is. Our
job is to seek out and find these species so we can understand and therefore
record any changes and ultimately provide the right habitats and conditions
to enable biodiversity to continue.
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BNA Taw & Exmoor Branch

Tamar Lakes and beyond. Sunday January 19th 2020
After what seemed to be weeks of endless rain and flooding, it was good to
wake up to a crisp,dry morning with the sun shining down from a cloudless
sky.
So in keen anticipation, thus began our first outing of the new decade to
the Lower Tamar Lake out of which flows the River Tamar which comprises
much of the boundary between Devon and Cornwall.
A short walk up a grassy bank revealed a vast expanse of water having
almost pond like conditions with hardly a ripple on it's surface. Such a
contrast to the recent strong windy weather we often experience early in the
new year.
After what seemed to be weeks of endless rain and flooding, it was good
to wake up to a crisp, dry
Tripods and telescopes were hastily erected to reveal our hoped for great
crested grebes and goosanders.
Walking around the lake towards the hide, a woodpecker's distant drumming could be heard. Passing the adjacent smaller lake the colours of the
resident mallards shone out brilliantly in the sunshine. The thin sheet of ice
was gradually melting.
Approaching the hide, several snipe flew up and away from the marshy
area between the main lake and the pathway. A single redwing was spotted,
larger flocks not being seen so often this Winter maybe due to the overall
milder weather. Then beside the hide were some feeders which produced a
nuthatch and several tits including the much hoped for willow tit.
As an indication of the clear conditions a sharp eyed member sitting in
the hide espied a male bullfinch on the far side of the lake with it's bright red
breast glistening in the sun.
Back to the cars for a quick lunch and down to the Bude canal for a short
circular walk. As we were now well over the border into Cornwall a couple
of members thought it appropriate to purchase some Cornish pasties.
32

k

Heading out of the car park we branched away from the canal along a
popular walkway leading us through an area of marshy ground. Pausing at a
small bridge our first kingfisher was seen perched on some reeds overlooking a waterway. The water seemed much clearer now than it had been over
the last few weeks of heavy rain. This can only be a good thing for the
kingfisher in it's search for small fish. Several members of the public
walking along the path took an interest in what we were looking at.
Further on another kingfisher was seen and with the golden sun shining
over the reed beds of the reserve a heron gave us a flyby before another
sighting of a kingfisher. On the way back to the cars fantastic views of a
water rail were had from the canal side hide as a couple of mute swans glided
sedately along accompanied by a diving little grebe.
It was now a quick visit to Maer Marshes on the outskirts of Bude where
we saw the usual teal and wigeon plus a fine display of black tailed godwits
and golden plover.
Finally we all whizzed back up the A39 to Bursden Moor and back into
Devon before the light faded as the wonderful red twilight stretched across
most of the moorland horizon. It was certainly worth the effort as a male hen
harrier flew down across the moor before disappearing over the adjoining
woodland and then a female hen harrier came in to roost.
With the temperature dropping and the light fading fast, a telescope was
focussed on Venus, being the one and only bright light in the ever darkening
sky. What a cracking day it had been.
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Branch Events

BNA branches aim to make others aware & interested in local wildlife & to
introduce more members to the BNA. Having become a Member of BNA you
can also join a local BNA branch if you wish and enjoy activities locally as well
as those at national level. Of course you can't just be a member of a BNA branch
without being a BNA Member as our branches are a core part of the Association.
ESSEX
Branch Chairman: Tim Gardiner FBNA
Contact: essex@bna-naturalists.org or Tel: 0844 8921817
Web: http://essex.bna-naturalists.org
twitter: @essexbna
17/05/2020
Springtime Flowers & Insects
Wanstead Park, Wanstead E12 5EZ
Experienced naturalist Tricia Moxey, will be
leading one of her walks as part of the Epping
Forest Heritage Walks 2020 programme to which
BNA Essex members are invited to take part.
10:30 am

bat detecting & moth trapping. Should be great
event.
Come along for late afternoon & evening wildlife
event starts 4pm, – bring your own picnic!

15/8/2020
Coastal Countryside Wildlife at Marsh Farm,
Brightlingsea, Essex
Leader: Roger Tabor HonFBNA
Great opportunity to see the wildlife & plants
around Marsh Farmhouse, at the far end of
Stoney Lane, off Red Barn Road/Chapel Road,
Brightlingsea, Essex CO7 0SR. Charming setting
facing a small lake, where will sample the
freshwater life (‘pond-dipping’), & look at plants
& other wildlife around the Grade II farmhouse
location. Will also look at the upper reaches of
Flag Creek & its saltmarsh which is beside the
farmhouse area.

29/05/2020
Moth Event at Saffron Walden Museum
Fiona Hutchings MBNA is holding a moth event
to which BNA Essex Branch members are
welcome to take part. Saffron Walden Museum,
Museum Street, Saffron Walden CB10 1JL,
01799 510333.

20/06/2020
River Chelmer at Paper Mill Lock, near
Danbury.
Sampling invertebrates & small fish in the
Chelmer (‘pond-dipping’) from canal footpath
with Ken Biggins MBNA. Approach from
Danbury down North Hill, parking in layby near
bridge CM3 4BS.
2 - 4pm.

31/08/2020
Spotting Nature for Families
Brightlingsea, Essex
11:00 am
Bring your family along on August Bank Holiday
2020 to help your youngsters develop skills in
spotting wildflowers & wildlife at the Lozenge
Nature Area, Lower Park Road, Brightlingsea,
Essex CO7 0LG. This is a FREE event run by the
Essex Branch of the British Naturalists’
Association.
Watch Essex Branch website
for any changes with events

31/07/2020
Wildlife Event & Picnic at All Saints Church,
Brightlingsea
Leader: Dr Chris Gibson FBNA
Chris will look at plants & insects in the churchyard, then after a picnic as the evening develops,
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HERTFORDSHIRE
Contact: Chris James Tel: 01 462 742684
Programme Secretary: Paula Shipway Tel: 01 296 668639
http://hertsbna.org.uk/index.html
@hertsbna

21/03/2020
Ayot Green near Welwyn Garden City
for lichens and early spring wildlife
Park in Brickwall Close and meet by
the Waggoners PH (TL222138).
10am.
Led by Paula Shipway

18/04/2020
Chipperfield Common for spring wildlife
Park and Meet in car park off The Commons
(TL044015) in Chipperfield,
10am.
Led by Mike Demidecki

4/04/2020
Harpenden Common for
spring wildlife and early insects
Meet in car park off the A1081, St Albans Road,
Harpenden (TL136137).
10am

Whilst details of meetings have not yet been finalised beyond April, they are held every fortnight
so please contact Paula Shipway.

LINCOLNSHIRE & NOTTINGHAMSHIRE
Contact Dr. Robert Tansey FLS MBNA Tel: 01 777 948369
http://lincs-notts-naturalists-branch.weebly.com/
@LincsNottsBNA
Branch Affiliated Groups and Societies:
LENS Long Eaton Natural History Society: Marion Bryce / lensnaturalhistory@gmail.com /
DANES Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire Entomological Society: David Budworth /
abud01@aol.com /
NBG Nottinghamshire Bat Group: Michael Walker / nottsbatgroup@gmail.com
The Canal and River Trust Affiliated Members
Please contact event organisers to check for last minute diary changes, or permission to attend
if you are not a member of that specific group.
Note: LENS meets monthly at the Long Eaton School NG10 3NP at 7 pm every second Monday
unless otherwise advised. Practical conservation sessions are undertaken at Forbes Hole
Nature Reserve NG10 1FX at 10am every Monday.
Note: BNA undertakes small mammal trapping activities at a private wood near Gainsborough,
or other permitted sites, which may not all be noted in the diary, if you wish to participate contact
BNA organiser.
Note: NBG undertake regular bat detecting evenings throughout the year, along with some
training sessions, please contact them directly for up to date details etc.
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Bat Detecting and Moth Trapping
Proposed dates:
6/04/2020
Undertaken every month Spring to Autumn .
5/05/2020
Meet at dusk at the Chesterfield Canal Drakeholes Depot.
1/06/2020
6/07/2020
Contact BNA organiser to confirm dates and times prior to the event.
3/08/2020

Butterfly counts
These are done throughout the year, dependent upon the weather.
Contact Robert for details.
Joint meetings
Please also check on South Yourkshire listing over, for joint meetings

OUSE & NENE BRANCH
Contact: T J Thomas FBNA Tel: 0844 892 1817

NENE & WELLAND BRANCH
Contact: J White Tel: 0844 892 1817
Please telephone for details.

SOUTH YORKSHIRE
Contact: Steve Rutherford MBNA Tel: 0844 892 1817
BNA South Yorkshire
@syorksbna

26/06/2020
Wild Flowers and Bird Migration at Attenborough Nature Reserve
We will be looking for spring flowers and signs
of bird migration at this Wild Life Trust reserve
near Nottingham.
Meet in the café at 11am.
Please note this event is open to adults only as we
run separate events for children during the year.
This meeting is open to members from Notts and
Lincs BNA branch.
Contact bnasouthyorkshire@gmail.com if you
wish to attend.

14/03/2020
Spring at Idle Valley Nature Reserve
Looking for early spring flowers, insects and
birds at this Wild Life trust reserve near Retford,
led by Pauline and Steve Rutherford.
Meet in the café at 11am.
Please note this event is open to adults only as we
run separate events for children during the year.
This meeting is open to members from Notts and
Lincs BNA branch.
Contact bnasouthyorkshire@gmail.com if you
wish to attend.

SURREY & SOUTH LONDON BRANCH
Contact: Bryan Sherwood Tel: 0844 892 1817
@BNAsurrey
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TAW & EXMOOR BRANCH
Contact: Brian Sims Tel: 01 271 343607
@devonbna

8/03/20
A visit to the superb Seaton Wetlands reserve
Alongside the River Axe.
Meet at The Barnstaple Leisure Centre car park
to amalgamate into fewer cars at 9.30 am or go
direct and meet in the adjacent free cemetery car
park (Map Ref SY 248 915) (post code EX12
2SP)
11.00am.
Level walking. Bring a packed lunch.

19/07/20
Countisbury peninsular
Flowers, birds, butterflies and spectacular views
around the Countisbury peninsular.
Meet in the car park just past The Blue Ball Inn
on the A39 (Map Ref SS 753 496)
11.00am. Bring a packed lunch, possible cream
tea afterwards.
16/08/20
Devon Wildlife Trust reserve at Meeth
By popular request a repeat visit to the Devon
Wildlife Trust reserve at Meeth for flowers,
butterflies and dragonflies.
Meet in the car park area (Map Ref SS 542 083).
11.00 am
Bring a packed lunch. Possible cream
tea afterwards.

19/04/20
A woodland walk in Halsdon Nature Reserve
Bordering the River Torridge for Spring flowers
and possibly kingfishers, pied flycatchers and
sand martins. Meet at the lower entrance (Map
Ref SS 560 117)
11.00 am.
Sturdy footwear, level walking. Bring a packed
lunch.

13/09/20
River Barle at Tarr Steps
A walk along the banks of the picturesque River
Barle at Tarr Steps.
Meet in the Tarr Steps car park (Map Ref SS
872 324).
11.00 am
Bring a packed lunch. Level walking apart from
to and from the car park to the river.

17/05/20
Discover the flora and fauna of the privately
owned Field Irish Farm
Near Bradworthy which has been farmed alongside nature for generations.
Meet at (Map Ref SS 345 154)
11.00am
Bring a packed lunch. Stout footwear. Possible
cream tea afterwards.
1 – 5/06/20
BNA trip to The Forest of Dean
28/06/20
Braunton Burrows
A walk among the varied habitats of Braunton
Burrows which contain several species of orchid
led by local expert John Breeds.
Meet at Sandy Lane car park (Map Ref SS 463
349) Car park charge.
11.00 am
Bring a packed lunch.
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