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Identification of 
 Coastal Birds 

(Shown in winter plumage) 
All photographs © BNA  

Sanderling –  
Small grey/white bird with black legs and bill 

Turnstone –  
Size of a starling, mottled grey/black/white 

colour, small black bill, red legs 

Redshank –  
Medium sized bird grey/white/brown, 

Orange legs, orange and black bill 

Curlew –  
A large bird, grey/streaky brown colour, 

Long legs, long down-turned bill 

Bar-tailed Godwit – 
Large bird, grey/black streaky back, 

Long legs, long slightly up-turned bill 

Oystercatcher – 
Black and white large bird,  

Red legs and medium sized red bill 



Less Common Waders 
 

       
 
 

 
 

 

Passerines at the Coast 
 

         
                                                                  Stonechat                                                                    Rock Pipit                                                               Meadow Pipit 
                                    Small black/white bird with orange breast,                     Small, olive/brown streaky bird,                  Small brown, streaky bird similar to rock pipit, 
                                        often seen on top of grasses or plants                       seen around rocks and shore line                  seen around sand dunes and over coastal fields 

 

Contact Endymion the BNA Youth Officer, email – ynats@bna-naturalists.org  
if you have any questions or would like to submit a picture or photo. 

Visit us on Facebook – BNA South Yorkshire  
And Twitter – @syorksbna @BNAscience @hertsbna @devonbna @essexbna @LincsNottsBNA  

British Naturalists Association www.bna-naturalists.org             

Purple Sandpiper –  
Medium size, brown/grey mottled plumage, 
yellow legs, slightly down-turned yellow bill 

Grey Plover – 
 Medium sized, grey/white, small black 

bill, black eyes, black legs 

Ruff – 
 Medium size, brown/grey mottled plumage 

with up-turned tail feathers, orange legs, small 
black bill slightly down-turned  
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