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Editorial
This issue, the first to be published after the UK’s third lockdown ended, and
what have we learned? Has the isolation and limited contact with other people
changed the way we view nature and wildlife? How has nature coped with the
lockdowns? I ask these questions after seeing evidence of birds and animals
appearing to have been more successful because there has been less disturbance
from people. But, at the other end of the spectrum and having just returned from
four weeks in the Cairngorms, the Covid restrictions are having the opposite effect
in the countryside there. With people unable to go abroad there has been more
“wild camping” and the build-up of rubbish and remains of barbeques and fires.
Nature reserves have experienced more “wild swimming” and water sports in
Lochs; which has had a knock-on effect with many species. Let’s hope next year
we are all back to our usual holidays and the wildlife can return to normal.
This is my first issue as Editor and I would like to thank all the contributors
for their articles and the BNA for their continued support. A big thankyou goes
to Mo Norrington, who has retired from all BNA duties including as Editor of
this publication. The BNA wishes her well in her future plans.
Pauline Rutherford MBNA

Photo: S. Rutherford

Undisturbed Cairngorms
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The Robinson mercury vapour moth trap, the Robinson
brothers and the Alton Natural History Society
June Chatfield FBNA
The article on moths in British Naturalist March 2021, framed around the
Robinson moth trap prompted me to look out some photographs of an early
Robinson trap used until recently by a member of the Alton Natural History
Society, the late Mike Trapaud who was friendly with the two Robinson brothers,
Hugh and Peter, after whom the trap was named. Mike was the first Treasurer in
the early days of the society in Alton in 1948. One of the brothers (Hugh) worked
in forestry and he devised the moth trap as a method of pest control.

Mike Trapaud's moth trap & egg boxes at moth morning Photo: J. Chatfield

Hugh Robinson joined the Colonial Civil Service and was overseas from 1954
during which time Mike Trapaud recalls housing and having use of his
entomological library. The other brother (Peter) had a more static job in the
National Insurance Office in Aldershot, Hampshire and he shared his brother’s
interest in moths. Entomology was passed on in the family as Hugh’s son, the late
Dr Gaden Robinson, trained as an entomologist and worked in the British
Museum (Natural History). Relaying his recollections in an early ANHS Annual
Report Mike Trapaud recalled going on moth trapping excursions with the elder
Robinson brother, Hugh, who took his Rolls Royce and put Mike’s motorbike in
the boot. Another story Mike told was of an excursion to the New Forest when
they were puzzled to come across clothes moths only to find that they had
emerged from the upholstery of the Rolls Royce! Mike was soon in possession of
an original custom-built Robinson moth trap that he used right up to his early 90s
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and he instigated the annual moth morning of the society whereby about four
members set up moth traps in their gardens (ranging from Shalden, South
Warnborough, Chawton and Southampton) and the following morning members
were invited to Mike’s home in Shalden to work through the contents of the
various traps. We normally operated in the garden but on occasion retreated to
the conservatory if the weather was unreliable and were hospitably welcomed by
Jane Trapaud with coffee and biscuits on arrival and a glass of sherry on
departure. After Mike’s fall and his death not long afterwards in 2017, the moth
mornings continue at the home of our members in South Warnborough.

Mike Trapaud's moth trapping equipment Photos: J. Chatfield

5

Monitoring Night Time Visitors
Sara Biggins ABNA
I've been feeding the foxes and badgers which visit my garden, for a couple of
years now. I knew there had been foxes here for several years, but only discovered
the badgers had been clearing up the spilt bird food, when I set up a camera trap
overnight.

Photos: S. Biggins

The badgers appear pretty much every evening between about 9 and 10.30. I
leave mainly peanuts outside my door and they come right onto the doorstep.
Usually one, but I have had four turn up.
I don't know the location of their sett, but the Essex Badger Protection Group
reckons there are two not too far away.
The foxes aren't quite as regular, but up to three come at different times. One
is a big dog fox; the others are vixens. One in particular has recently had cubs, by
the look of her. I'm hoping she will bring them out sometime!
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The Northern Fringe: An Iomallach a Túath
Neil Redgate FBNA

Fáilte. Late winter brought a wonderland of dry continental snow lying (up to
10-15 cm in the area) which did not freeze at night and lasted a full week (the best
snowfall since 2010 in which 1m deep snow lasted six weeks). The highlight of
this week was the occurrence of 4 Icelandic Redwings, Turdus iliacus coburni,
taking advantage of the food available in the garden. As soon as the thaw occurred,
the twenty-eight visiting Blackbirds, T. merula, left the garden. Pair-bonding
between resident Blackbirds and Blue Tits, Cyanistes caerulea, were observed in
the first week of March; this was followed by the first slug activity of the year –
Irish Yellow Slug, Limacus maculatus, and Silver False-keeled Slug, Arion
circumscriptus agg. – in the following week.
The hot sunny weather at the end of March saw the emergence of many Bufftailed Bumblebees, Bombus (S. str.) terrestris, as well as an early Small
Tortoiseshell, Aglais urticae. The first Red Admiral, Vanessa atalanta, was
recorded in the last week of May – a month earlier than last year.
The first passage migrants of the year were two Barn Swallows (Hirundo
rustica), in the last week of April, hawking over the adjacent semi-improved
grasslands. The first House Martins (Delichon urbica) were observed mid-May.
These early migrants were on their way towards the Northern Isles. It is
disappointing to report that, unlike previous years, although a smaller number of
House Martins have been regularly observed hawking between the houses and
over the adjacent fields, no nest has been recorded on any of the houses nearby
this year.
On the 25th July, I observed the silhouette of a Tawny Owl, Strix aluco, against
the pastel shades of the pre-dawn light over the north coastline: the owl was
perfectly silhouetted, perched on the top of a commercial metal bird feeding
station only 4m from me, on the garden side of my kitchen window! I observed
the bird for 10 minutes, turning and twisting its head to audio-focus on sounds
(presumably those of the resident mice and voles) within the garden, before flying
away. This was the first record of any owl being in my garden.
The wildlife sanctuary, that is my garden, is now the centre of attraction for
five new domestic cats that have recently arrived in the area. Although they are
only following their natural instincts, I am hoping that I can minimise their impact
upon the present diverse wildlife of 23 avian and 5 mammalian species.
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Shepley Naturalists Society and Affiliation with the BNA
Sue Whitehouse (Secretary)
Our group was founded in 1904 (then called the Shepley & District Botanical
Society) and was made up of 26 members – all men. The subs were one shilling
per annum and the monthly meetings seemed to be for members to borrow
books from a “library” put together by the members. The first mention in the
minutes of outdoor activity was a “ramble” in the early 1920s.
Later in the 20s, lectures are mentioned along with the use of a “lantern” and
there was a programme of one ramble per month in the summer.
In 1961, there appears to be one lady member and gradually over the 60s and
70s more ladies joined the group. Membership was still around 20 and the talks
were mainly slides of members’ holidays, with the occasional guest speaker.
David and I joined Shepley Nats when we moved here in 2000. There were
then about 30 members. Indoor meetings were held from September through to
March with speakers on a wide range of subject relating to British flora and fauna.
In summer there was a programme of around two walks a month.
Since then, the group has flourished, members pre- Covid numbering in the
high 50s. As well as talks from experts, we occasionally have outings with guest
leaders who can teach us more about their specialist subject. Members of the
group lead the majority of the walks (about 25 in all) – the location being chosen
for the flowers, trees, birds etc. which we are likely to see there. We now also
have two winter walks each month.
Under normal circumstances, we usually include one or two walks/visits away
from our local area e.g., Bempton Cliffs, Derbyshire Peak District, Yorkshire
Dales, but the majority are in the local area, which is mainly pasture (sheep &
cattle) or woodland and local reservoirs.
Earlier this year we became affiliated to the BNA. This is in part to support
the Association, but also to reap the benefits of membership – access to detailed
information on a huge variety of subjects and to courses run by our local group,
the South Yorkshire branch. As yet, due to present restrictions, we have not been
able to join in any activities, but look forward to doing so before too long.
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Members of Shepley Naturalists Society

All Photos: S, Whitehouse (except bottom right: P. Rutherford)
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Graded Member’s News
New Grade
Tony Thorn BA(Hons.) MSc. FLS MRSB FBNA
As an army child, I spent my early childhood in Egypt and it is there that I
became interested in nature and the animal world. Lizards, chameleons and frogs
found their way into our garden despite the fact that it was largely sand and
definitely very dry apart from the area around a leaky tap. In the sea at the side
of one of the Great Bitter Lakes we sun burnt children caught seahorses in nets
and small fish in bread baited Coca-Cola bottles. This interaction with the natural
world was instinctive and we couldn’t imagine an alternative. But this was a time
of unrest and by 1955 we had returned to England.
Eventually we settled in Colchester where the wildlife of the nearby Friday
Wood drew us, and all army children, like a magnet. In particular beside the road
bridge over the Roman River (which we called Bounstead Brook or Bannister
Brook) was the place to spend many days of the hot summer holidays. In the
river shoals of minnows were common but far more common were the yearly
huge black clouds of elvers as they swam upstream. Sadly, these golden times of
childish congregation and of floating on logs are long gone and only echoes
remain.
In my early teens, we moved to Cyprus, where I spent hours snorkelling in the
clear blue seas to observe small fish. Back in England, I studied for my GCEs
and then started work as a scientist at the National Physical Laboratory where my
job was metrology and standards, mainly calibrating force and pressure measuring
devices. Here I developed skills such as application of the scientific method,
observational expertise, and very importantly, the ability to question.
Unfortunately, the pay was not good and after four year I moved back to
Colchester. Here I worked in various Government Offices in Essex. I gained my
first Degree through the Open University and my Masters at Essex University.
Many years later, on retiring, I felt that now was the time to release the pentup need to explore and record whatever I could of the natural world that was of
interest. In particular I was able to publish papers on the observations made for
my MSc. thesis, which for various reasons I had been unable to do at the time,
and to expand my biological knowledge by whatever means possible. I am
particularly interested in activity patterns and why animals do what they do. Books
by Tinbergen and Morris occupy a large part of my bookshelves.
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My first published paper was on the reproductive activity of the freshwater
mussel Pseudanodonta complanata, which activity I understand was previously
unrecorded. The expansion of my interest in biology and nature has also enabled
the production of several papers on different environmental subjects such as river
water temperature and river hydromorpholgy, which involvement enabled me to
provide advice on some aspects of water body management to various local
organisations. Biodiversity surveys have also taken a lot of my time, looking at
everything from diatoms to ducks. My son Edward, who is a keen (I would say
expert) wildlife photographer often accompanies me on my surveys. He has also
proved to be extremely useful at times, especially when assisting my exit from a
river. I assist the local river fly monitoring team
The connection between the environment and the success of a species is
perhaps under reported but climate change is now raising awareness of the link.
This is another of my interests. Other interests include microscopy and
fishkeeping and I am a volunteer river warden with the Essex Wildlife Trust.
It is with enthusiasm that I look forward to membership of the BNA.

Tony Thorn awarded FBNA April 2021
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Roger Tabor Award
The Roger Tabor Award is
presented to a person who
has achieved recognition as
an Associate Member of the
BNA (ABNA) and is
continuing to develop their
skills as a Naturalist.
Government
Lockdowns
meant Sara Biggins, who was
the first recipient of this
award in 2020, had to wait
until this year to receive it.
Sara Biggins ABNA and Roger Tabor,
President of the BNA in June 2021.

Photo: L. Artindale

The Chairman’s Award
This is awarded occasionally to those members of the BNA who have given
outstanding service. The first two awards were presented to Mo Norrington and
John Curwen, both long-standing Trustees, in 2020.

John Curwen Photo: H. Curwen

Mo Norrington Photo: L, Artindale
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Young Nats
Chairman Steve’s Nature Notes
Some insects are incredibly good at hiding;
let’s think of moths, for example, where do they
go during the day? Yes, there are some moths
that fly during the day, but far more are only
active at night. And there are nearly 900 large
moths known as macro moths and a little over
1,600 smaller, or micro moths in the British
Isles. Special light traps can be used to attract
moths so they can be caught and recorded,
however, not all moths come to these traps, and
some of the micro moths are so small that is
difficult to see them in the trap. There is
another way that we as Naturalists can see
where moths are by looking for tracks and signs
the leaf miners leave.
Leaf miners are the caterpillars of some of
the smallest of the moths. The moth lays its
eggs onto a leaf of a specific plant or tree, and
when the eggs hatch the caterpillars eat their
way into the middle of the leaf. These
caterpillars are so small and are very flat that
they can live inside the leaf until they are ready
to pupate. They even eat by moving their heads
from side to side and open their mouths on the
side of their heads so that they don’t come out
of the leaf too early. This action of feeding
leaves tracks on the leaf surface that we can
then find and record in our notebooks. Here
are some photographs that I have taken of leaf
miners.
Photos from top of page –
Leaf Miners – Oak, Honeysuckle, Bramble and Birch

Photos: S. Rutherford
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Meet BNAs Newest Youth Members
Isla Rogers
Hi my name is Isla. I am 10 years old and
enjoy playing football and reading. I like
watching birds in the garden and I find
looking at the patterns and colours on
butterflies' wings interesting. I really like
to go to Nature Club in my village and
when I'm older, I want to be a naturalist
or explore rainforests like the Amazon so
I can see all the cool animals such as
Orangutans and Lemurs.

Noah Holmes
Age: 9
Height: 4ft .6
Favourite food: lettuce
Favourite animal: squirrel
Favourite bird: peregrine falcon
Favourite colour: green

I live in Whiteley, Hampshire and have three Blue Peter badges, including a
green badge.
I am lucky to live in Whiteley because there is plenty of woodlands and there
are animals and birds round every corner.
I have seen a Hobby in my garden and my dad wasn’t there (he likes birds) so
he was very jealous.
It is sad that in Whiteley the council want to build a multi-storey car park right
next to a marsh because all the newts and frogs living in the marsh could
breathe in the car fumes and die.
I love helping wildlife and have 3 bird boxes and 2 bug hotels in my garden.
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Freddy and Rose Scoble
Hi, my name is Freddy I am 13 years old;
I have a great interest in animals and
wildlife. I really enjoy photography and
love taking photos of wildlife.
My idol is Sir David Attenborough, I
would absolutely love to be a naturalist
when I'm older. I was so lucky that he
responded to a letter asking advice on how
to become a naturalist. I will treasure it
forever.
I enjoy studying conservation. In order to
make my back garden more wildlife
friendly I built a big wooden bug hotel and
planted lots of wild flowers. We now have
lots of bees, bugs and insects in the
garden. Many different birds visit and nest and a hedgehog visits every night.
I love being a member of the British Naturalists’ Association and enjoy reading
the newsletter and magazines.
Hi, my name is Rose, I am 8 years old; I
love animals and wildlife. I really love
feeding the birds at our local park. The
doves like to eat seeds out of my hand. I
also feed the squirrels raw peanuts.
Myself and my brother have tried to make
our garden more wildlife friendly by
planting lots of wildflowers and vegetables
and leaving a bowl of water out. I feed the
birds and leave food out for the
hedgehog. This summer I loved watching
the baby chick starlings and blackbirds
grow and have watched all the seagull
chicks fledge from the rooftops. I like reading and watching documentaries about
animals. This year I really enjoyed designing a bee garden for the BBC Radio 2
Big Bee Challenge.
I love being a member of the British Naturalists’ Association.
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Beatrix Womersley
Age: 8
Beatrix has recently joined the BNA
as a Young Naturalist. Although only
8 years old she holds a keen interest
in the natural world. At two she
found a dead frog pointing out its
‘fingers and toes’ with a stick. As a
family we spend a lot of time
outdoors; walking, cycling, climbing,
paddle-boarding and canoeing. This
exposure to outdoor activities has
helped inspire an interest in the
wildlife and the natural world that she
encounters. With trips to the Lake
District; Portland, Dorset (where her Nanny lives) and Scotland she has a good
understanding of the diverse landscape and wildlife of the UK, even correcting
her mum on the ‘froghopper’ species.
During lockdown as a family, we gained ducks and chickens. Beatrix has raised
these and now sells the eggs. With her “egg money” she bought a bat detector.
Beatrix has used this and her ‘Field study guides of Bats’ to identify the species
of the local bat population. In our garden she has created willow hedging, wild
flower areas, built a bug hotel and a small pond to attract more invertebrates. For
her 7th birthday she asked for a wildlife camera and is over the moon watching
the footage of wood mice and hedgehogs that frequent our garden.
At school Beatrix has opportunities to “show and tell” to her class. Beatrix often
chooses to take something that she has found whilst out and about. To the
amusement and excitement of her teacher (Miss Collins has been great!) these
have included a badger skull, skeleton of a bird, egg shells and mermaids’ purses.
All of which have pride of place on her bedroom windowsill!
Favourite place to visit: Scottish Highlands and Islands.
Favourite wildlife encounter: Watching the Puffins while visiting Fingal’s Cave on
Staffa.
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Book Reviews
Editor Roy Stewart MSc, FIBMS, FLS, FRSB, MBNA
Britain's Insects (WILDGuides): A Field Guide to the Insects of Great Britain
and Ireland, by Paul Brock. 2021. Princeton University Press.
ISBN-10: 0691179271. Paperback: 608 pages. £25
25% BNA Members Discount Use code: BNA20
Visit www.press.princeton.edu/series/wildguides
It is estimated that there are over 25,000 species of
insects in Britain and Ireland so no one guide is ever
going to get even remotely near this for identification
papooses. WildGuides have attempted to produce
this guide to give an overview of a representative
population, whilst concentrating on the most common
examples that are likely to be encountered. In its 608
pages it covers 316 families and 850 genera illustrating
1476 species and overall, the book has more than
2,600 photographs and the guide can be easily taken
into the field (standard WildGuides size). The first 32
pages of the book concentrate on defining and classifying what an insect is and
avoiding confusion with similar appearing fauna. The book then breaks down the
insects by both adult stage and larval and nymph stage into the appropriate one
of 25 insect Orders. At each Order page there is an excellent description of
structure and biology and the splitting of the orders into Families. What follows
then are detailed species accounts with the usual high-resolution photographs and
up to date distribution maps. Distinguishing features are highlighted as well as
possible confusion with other species. A unique feature of this book is the
inclusion of QR codes for sound recordings of crickets and grasshoppers. There
is always going to be a comparison between this Paul Brock book and his other
book ‘A comprehensive guide to Insects of Britain and Ireland (revised and
expanded edition)’ by Pisces publications. I can’t compare all the pictures from
both books but just taking a complete random selection of 12 photographs of the
same species from both books showed that 50% of the pictures were exactly the
same but some were rotated. What does distinguish the WildGuides book is not
only the amount of detail that is included in the initial breakdown of insect Orders
and Families but also the minutiae of detail in some areas. So, which one do you
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pick? If I were an absolute beginner then the WildGuides is easily the more
friendly and more informative of the two and concentrates on the more common
insects. If you have a basic knowledge of insects and want to concentrate on
identification of these organisms then perhaps the Pisces guide would be more
practical as it is more comprehensive. I still think the WildGuides book has the
edge especially given the massive decline of insect populations in this country. I
suspect though like all good naturalists you will buy both books but will probably
go to the WildGuides book first, especially if not sure of which Order the insect
is in. In conclusion then, another stunning edition to the WildGuides portfolio
and for the beginner an essential purchase and an absolute bargain for the price.
Highly recommended.
Reviewed by Roy Stewart

Wasps: The Astonishing Diversity of a Misunderstood Insect Eric Eaton.
2021. Princeton University Press. ISBN-10 0691211426.
Hardcover: 256 pages. £25 25% BNA Members Discount Use code: BNA20
Visit www.press.princeton.edu/series/wildguides
No one knows the true number of wasps that exist
today but current estimates are about 30,000 species
worldwide and of these about 7,000 are found in the
UK. These numbers give an indication of the
biodiversity of wasps that exist from the Giant
tarantula Hawk wasp and Asian giant Hornets
approximately 5cm in length to the tiny chalcid
wasps, the smallest being only 139 microns in length.
Unfortunately, we only tend to think of the black and
yellow social wasps, the flying hypodermic needles
that ruin picnics; Americans call them Yellowjackets.
This book therefore hopes to dismiss this limited
knowledge of wasps and the myths and memes that surround them and, in my
opinion, it destroys them. The book is one of the new types of books called Info
graphics; these are books that basically use photographs and images with limited
text to convey the important messages across to the reader. There are obviously
different opinions on this style of book but in this instance it’s a huge success.
There are eleven main sections to the book but there are numerous chapters
within each section. Each mini chapter is essentially two pages (but in a few
instances four pages) that has exquisite photographs and these are some of the
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best and highest quality I have ever seen surrounded by appropriate text. Do not
be put off by what could be limited text as it is highly scientific and up to date but
written in a very eloquent manner and because of the number of mini chapters
all aspects of wasp natural history are covered. Although this is not an
identification book there are 27 pages at the back of the book that cover the most
popular 51 families out of 85 families that are likely to be encountered. This is
simply a stunning book and provides a beautiful comprehensive visual journey
into the complex world of wasps.
Reviewed by Roy Stewart
Pollinators and Pollination Jeff Ollerton, 2021.
Published by Pelagic Publishing ISBN: 9781784272289 289 pages, £25
30% BNA Members Discount visit www.pelagicpublishing.com
Use code: BNA30 (until December 2021)
Ollerton takes the case for pollinators through well
referenced augments in a scientific style that is a credit
to his profession. Saying that, this remains a very
readable book on a subject that is the most important
to our wellbeing, that involves our food safety and
biodiversity in this time of a potential climate
catastrophe by using, not only his science background,
but adding his own personal observations and thoughts.
Through the 14 chapters he covers the whole
interaction between pollinators and flowers with
extensive research from his work at home and abroad
with the contents including Agricultural perspectives, Urban environments and
the Significance of gardens. Ollerton concludes with a chapter on Studying
pollinators and pollination with experiments that can be repeated by anyone with
a garden or access to a park or brownfield site. This is a book that I would like to
see on not only Naturalist’s bookcases, but is a book that I would like to see on
every newspaper’s editor and TV newsroom book case, and then we can all know
that the honey bee isn’t the only pollinator.
Reviewed by Steven Rutherford
If you would like more information on the book reviews, or any discounts
offered, please contact Roy Stewart at Info@bna-naturalists.org
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Branch News

BNA Essex Branch
Reports Spring/Summer 2021
During the Pandemic Lockdown members continued to follow individual
natural history activities in gardens and on local exercise walks.
Tree Planting of another new Hedgerow. (Saturday 1st May 2021)
This hedgerow was planted on a field edge beside the main road leading out of
Brightlingsea with All Saints Church beyond. This was another initiative
organised by BNA Essex branch member Suzie Jenkins with volunteers from
Brightlingsea Nature Network and BNA Essex. It was undertaken keeping to
covid government regulations with appropriate Social Distancing observed.

Roger Tabor (left) and Suzie Jenkins Tree Planting

Dr Tim Gardiner FBNA remained active with publications (see
www.researchgate.net):
Glow-worm abundance declines with increasing proximity to artificial lighting.
Entomologists’ Gazette 72:1 1-11. (Jan 2021)
“There is a light that never goes out! Reversing Glow-worms’ decline”. Reference
Module in Earth Systems and Environmental Science. (Jan 2021) (In this paper
Tim refers back to the first awareness of glow-worm decline emerging from the
earliest survey on them, which was carried out by the BNA in the 1960s and
1970s: “BNA Glow-worm Survey”, 1974, Country-side, 22; 266-271). (Jan 2021)
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With Kimberly Fargeaud. “Get Carder! Improving Sea Walls for Declining
Bumblebees in England”. Reference Module in Earth Systems and
Environmental Science. (Jan 2021)
“The Conservation Status of Dwarf Eelgrass Zostera noltei”. (Jan 2021)
BNA Essex’s Dr Tom Cameron HonFBNA, Dr Alice Lown FBNA and Dr.
Jayne Heywood FBNA published this year “European native oysters and
associated species richness in the presence of non-native species in the southern
North Sea estuary complex” in Conservation Science and Practice 3(5).
Dr Chris Gibson FBNA has continued to fill his fascinating wildlife blog
(www.chrisgibsonwildlife.co.uk) as an inspiration to others. Recent blogs include:
25 July 2021 Essex Wildlife Trust Thameside Nature Discovery Park, in which
Chris took the opportunity to look back over some of his natural history
landscape achievements of the last 35 years.
24 July Wild side of Beth Chatto’s Gardens in High Summer.
18 July Going Wilder in Wivenhoe
12 July Wild Wivenhoe, Bug and Botany Walks: Lower Lodge.
This is just the current sample, all lavishly illustrated with Chris’ great
photographs.
New BNA Fellow and Essex member Tony Thorn conducted a biodiversity
survey of part of Brightlingsea beach to the west of the landmark structure,
Bateman’s Tower. It was a walkover survey with an emphasis on the number of
molluscs and the characteristics of their growth. This included species such as the
non-native species of the Pacific Oyster, Crassostrea gigas, Slipper Limpet
Crepidula fornicata and the Northern Quahog or Hard Clam Merenaria
mercenaria.
Roger Tabor HonFBNA had previously reported finding the Skeleton Shrimp
Caprella linearis on the submerged part of a mooring buoy in Brightlingsea
Creek. On 25th July 2021 he examined the base of a boat fender the end of which
had been kept submerged for a significant period on the sailing smack “Priscilla”
and found in an attached mixed community of species of a diameter of 20cm and
depth 4cm a population of Skeleton Shrimps. From samples examined these
were of different sizes and an estimated minimum population of around 500.
Roger has also continued to monitor a badger set with trail cameras through the
pandemic, and been pleased to observe this year’s cubs actively playing, plus a
number of other species utilising badger paths.
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Our BNA Essex Twitter account has remained active throughout the pandemic
for members and others to view and respond (it has over 1,000 followers). Roger
Tabor filmed hundreds of nesting Sand Martins at Jacques Bay, Wrabness, which
was put on @essexbna on 4th July 2021. He visited Wrabness Essex Wildlife Trust
reserve and heard and saw turtle doves, and Wrabness All Saints’ churchyard
which during the pandemic has had a reduced mowing regime which has greatly
benefitted wildlife. He noted this had allowed an abundance of hedge bedstraw,
Galium mollugo to develop. This developed a positive conversation on BNA
Essex Twitter as did a tweet on Meadowsweet on 14 July. Also, on 14th July
@essexbna put up a picture of a freshly appeared Box Tree Moth Cydalima
perspectalis as this seems on the increase. It was first reported in the UK over the
Thames in Kent just 14 years ago.

Reduced mowing and Hedge Bedstraw at Wrabness All Saints Church,

Oliver Penney (far right), winner of last nature spotting event at Lozenge Nature Area – pre-covid.
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BNA South Yorkshire Branch
During the lockdowns, South Yorkshire branch members kept in touch virtually
using Zoom, and when permitted, by meeting in groups of six.

Rule of Six Meetings 2021
Wortley Hall Gardens
31st March, leader Roy Stewart
This was the first of the rule of six meeting BNA walks and a tester to see how it
would work and numbers involved. As it happens only Moira signed up but Steve
decided to make numbers up. It was a really
pleasant day and because of circumstances we
decided just to go for a walk and a chat.
However, controversy started at the very first
plant. Steve and myself thought we recognised
it as a butterbur in particular White butterbur
Petasites albus, but something didn't quite feel
right. It had large, rounded leaves, up to 30cm,
which grew low, forming a dense carpet of
leaves. It had spiked white flower heads all just
like butterbur.
In stepped Moira. She has a wonderful
knowledge of wild plants and even more so
garden plants and in this instance was an
absolute bonus as she identified it as a winter
heliotrope. Its latin name is Petasites fragrans
and therefore belongs to the same genus as butterbur and in fact if you look on
most sites, they all say it's very easy to confuse the two. Moira was also on hand
later to correctly identify oxalis or common wood sorrel. The trees were just
coming into bud and flower, and it was good to see the hollow Sessile Oak
Quercus petraea, which is estimated at 500 years old.
It was a pleasant walk and great to actually get out and finishing with tea and coffee
at the farm shop.
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Elsecar Park
14th April, leader David Swales
Weather: a fine dry sunny morning.
Route: Set off from the car park adjacent to Elsecar Heritage Centre and crossed
over into the park, walked up to and around the reservoir.
It was a fine morning for a walk and as there had been little recent rain the paths
were in a good condition and not too muddy. We started in the small wooded
area at the bottom of the park then moved up to the reservoir and walked
around its perimeter stopping to take in sightings and points of interest along the
way. We finished at the park cafe for a brew and informal chat. Everyone seemed
to enjoy the morning and lots of questions were asked as we went along as well as
passing on insights about species we saw during the walk.

Delf Quarry Green Moor
5th May, leader Roy Stewart
This site was purchased in 1956 by Hunshelf parish council and is maintained by
volunteers. It's not signposted as a nature reserve but passes all the criteria for
one. Whether it was because it's a brand-new venue as it has not been visited by
the BNA before but all six slots were filled. A brief introduction was given to the
site as it's interesting from a geological perspective as well - more later. The day
started well as we found 3 varieties of bittercress all within 5 metres so it was a
brilliant opportunity to show in detail how one can differentiate the 3 species on
morphological features. We then encountered a problem. We thought we had
found a forget me not but it had 6 petals instead of 5. We tried all the guides we
had but everything pointed to FMN. Back at home I did an internet search and
found out that it is rare but mutations can cause 6 petalled varieties especially if it
had escaped from a garden which given its location was possible. There were
three tree galls present; Marble gall, Artichoke gall and Sorbus mite gall. we
managed to find both sessile oak and Turkey oak close to each other so it was
possible to explain the alternation of sexual and asexual generations in the
formation of the marble galls. At the far end of the reserve there is a small outcrop
of the original sandstone quarry and stone from here is actually laid as paths
outside the houses of parliament. There is also a small outcrop that shows ripples
in the rock that look exactly like ripples on a beach in sand. We got a compass
and worked out the direction of flow and this coincided with exactly what is
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thought to have happened about 300 million years ago. At this time Europe was
on the equator and very close to Eastern USA and it's believed a huge river ran
from there to the Ukraine and actually ran through what is now the Barnsley area
depositing huge amounts of sand and grit. It's been termed the Great Hunshelf
River by locals. Walking back through the woods there is a small Corsican pine
plantation. I am not sure why that's there but in the past Corsican pine made
excellent pit props so it could all be linked with the past mining industry. At the
edge of the plantation is a tree that was draped in lichens and 6 species were
identified. The final stroll was through a level field and was surrounded by
flowering wild cherry.
Gypsy Marsh,
12 May, Leader David Swales, Recorder Jill Bartrop
Gypsy Marsh is part of the Old Moor Nature
Reserve in the Dearne Valley, managed as an
unusual site as it is a small area with different
habitats within the six-hectare site. It has become
very overgrown during the lockdown and has
had some remedial work with about a third of
the area cleared of scrub. This is allowing the
orchids here to sprout and produce flower
heads that were just starting to show on the day
that we visited. There were common and heath
spotted and some marsh orchids and one or two
bee orchids in leaf with the heads just starting to
develop.
Bee Orchid. Photo: S. Rutherford

BNA Taw & Exmoor Branch
Berry Castle and Darracott Reservoir
March 20-25th 2021
When these locations were requested, it never occurred to anyone that we would
still be in lock down. To make sure that everyone who wished to visit these places
could still do so, it was decided that under the current restrictions you could still
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do so either on your own or with one other person outside your bubble. So that
we didn’t all go on the same day, it was suggested that we could go any day a few
days before or after the original date of March 21st.
Several of you have done so and kindly let me have your lists of observations
which I have amalgamated into a combined list.
Berry Castle is located in Huntshaw Woods in the triangle between Barnstaple,
Bideford and Torrington. It is a bronze age hill fort some 2600 years old and
currently lies in land belonging to The Clinton Estate. In 2015 all the trees that
had appeared within the confines of the original hill fort had been felled to reveal
an area some 140 metres by 70 metres. Several of the original stone, faced earth
ramparts still remain and also some of the deep outer ditches. It is thought that it
was used as a meeting place or market place rather than a place with dwellings.
There have been several others in the Torridge Valley at Buckland, Higher
Kingdon, Hembury Camp, Castle Hill at Beaford and Ten Oaks Wood at
Roborough, although not all still exist today.
Just over a mile away towards Torrington is the more modern construction of
Darracott Reservoir varying in depth down to 27feet by the dam and covering
some three acres. The fish there include carp, bream, roach, rudd, perch and
eels.
Depending upon which day you went, the observations were quite interestingly
different as one observer was serenaded by chiff chaffs and skylarks, one saw a
wren with nest building material, there were pairs of ravens and buzzards whilst
others saw many different flowers or were irritated by gnats.
However, I am very grateful for all your varied contributions.
Forest of Dean
June 7th-11th 2021
Some 14 members of the Taw and Exmoor branch were on this trip which was
postponed from last year. So, in early June we set off in the anticipation of getting
some good views of peregrine falcons, red kites and possibly wild boar. Some
avoided the road widening scheme on the link road between Barnstaple and
South Molton so we were pleased to arrive at Gordano’s for coffee more or less
on time although it took some time to work out the correct permutations on the
self-service drinks machine.
Having congratulated ourselves on coping with potential traffic jams and
technological machines we thought we would treat ourselves to the picturesque
route along the Wye Valley to go to the hotel at Whitchurch. However, after
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going along this road for some time, we found the road was closed and had to go
back quite a way to find a diversion route. Subsequent enquiries revealed that this
road had been closed for some five years! We did eventually arrive at the hotel
on time ready for our afternoon walk as swifts and a hobby swooped overhead.
Whilst getting ready John S couldn’t find his walking shoes although he was
convinced, he had remembered to bring them. After much searching, he found
them on John B’s feet. Having sorted out the ownership and location of the
footwear we set off on a short journey to the Doward Nature Reserve. The first
item of note was a rare (to us) white helleborine, down to the former limestone
quarry where there were various whitebeam trees (14 different varieties we were
told) and rock rose. A holly blue and speckled wood were the only butterflies of
the day plus a wood mouse busying itself on a branch nibbling off the leaves.
Some went on further to King Arthur’s cave and saw a redstart whilst others went
to another reserve nearby and had a spotted flycatcher.
Back to the hotel with drinks on the lawn and dinner on the terrace. No
Devonshire cream but the strawberry and prosecco truffle (spelt trifle on the
menu) were very tasty.
After a very hot night, where sleep had been a bit difficult, we all arrived at
breakfast at our allotted time. No muesli but the eggs were rated very highly.
This was the day the birders had been waiting for as we were off to the RSPB
Nagshead reserve, famed for the chance to see lesser spotted woodpeckers and
goshawks. The wild flower meadows had been trashed presumably by the wild
boar but a nearby pond had huge shoals of tadpoles with common blue
damselflies and broad bodied chasers darting about above it.
Down past an impressive stand of Douglas firs to a hide from which we saw
redstarts, spotted flycatcher, tree creeper and a very smart looking chaffinch.
Around to the Cannop Ponds and in glorious sunshine we had swooping house
martins, grey and pied wagtails, a nesting mute swan, jay, coot, moorhen, little
grebe, juvenile great crested grebes and even a lesser black backed gull dropped
in for a while. Besides the usual mallard, tufted duck and greylag geese were
several mandarin ducks.
Along the footpaths we had a beautiful demoiselle plus small white, speckled
wood and brimstone butterflies. Dinner at the hotel, again outside on the terrace
with swifts flying overhead and a blackbird serenading us.
Before we set off the following morning a lovely bullfinch was seen at the hotel.
Today’s visit was to Pentwyn Farm which has extensive wild flower meadows
supervised by the Gwent Wildlife Trust and their initial use of green hay (this has
also been done at the Devon Birds reserve at Godborough).
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Having navigated down the A40 and around some very narrow lanes we arrived
at the farm only to find we couldn’t reach the parking area due to a couple of BT
vans. They were soon persuaded to move and when we got to the reserve parking
area, we came across a member of the Gwent Wildlife Trust and he kindly
volunteered to show us around.
The meadows produced a stunning panorama of a sea of yellow buttercups
swaying in the gentle breeze topped by swathes of red from the sorrel. Amongst
the densely populated buttercups were mouse-ear, red and white clover,
hogweed, cow parsley, pignut, eyebright, ox-eye daisies, yellow archangel and
yellow rattle. But besides the common spotted orchids was the best find – greater
butterfly orchids.
You would have expected to have hordes of insects and butterflies with all these
flowers along with birds predating them although we did have the occasional small
white, common blue and small skipper butterflies plus a single red admiral and a
painted lady. There was the odd fly by from a swallow or by a house martin or by
a swift, a dashing visit by a magpie, a languid fly over by a buzzard and a tree pipit
doing its parachute flight plus blackcaps and robins twittering in the background.
To add to the variety was a club tailed dragonfly and azure damselfly plus burnet
companion and silver barred moths.
Back to the hotel for replenishment and off to Symonds Yat which was only a few
miles away. With great anticipation we drove higher and higher and only had to
walk a few hundred yards to the top. Not a peregrine in sight although it was
claimed that they had been breeding there for hundreds of years.
From the top of Symonds Yat which is 504 feet above sea level you could see the
roof and period chimneys of our hotel whilst 21 miles away were the Black
Mountains. Several Canada geese were down on the River Wye and six roe deer
grazed amongst the sheep. After another good dinner, it was card games before
bed.
After some debate the following day it was decided to go to a small reserve known
as Dixton Embankment rather than the Fiddlers Elbow Woodland Trust reserve.
What a wise decision it turned out to be as it was only a quick trip down the A40
and then turning off suddenly into an unmarked no through road.
The reserve was noted for its orchids and we were not disappointed as there were
common spotted orchids as far as the eye could see but furthermore there were
bee orchids, pyramidal orchids and common twayblade. Other flowers included
bird’s-foot-trefoil, cowslip, yellow rattle, tufted vetch, angelica and wild parsnip.
Flitting amongst this profusion of flowers were both banded and beautiful
demoiselles and then the other stars of the show both male and female white
legged damselflies. We criss-crossed the Wales/England border several times in
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this reserve. Incredibly in such a quiet spot between the A40 and the River Wye
there were hardly any birds. In fact, the only one seen was a blackbird plus flying
over a buzzard, raven and herring gull. Perhaps the partial eclipse of the sun had
affected them. There were several dormouse boxes so it was obviously an area
where dormice are expected but we did see a cockchafer, slow-worm, mayfly,
toad and a rabbit. It was then back to the hotel for a refreshing drink.
In the afternoon we had hoped to go to the Butterfly Zoo which was just across
the road from the hotel but it was closed due to the Covid restrictions so we opted
for a short boat trip on the River Wye. In the short time we were afloat we clocked
up 18 different birds including mandarin ducks, pied and grey wagtails and
innumerable mallards and Canada geese. We went past the 700-year-old St
Dubricius church with a magnificent tulip tree in the grounds and another tree
full of mistletoe. There was a shrine in the churchyard to the wife of the person
who came from this area and was credited with the establishment of Toronto in
Canada.
Our final day had arrived. Some had to go straight home due to other
commitments, others were going on elsewhere but the remainder had to decide
where to visit on the way home. Should it be the Newport wetlands, Cheddar
reservoir, the Chew Valley Lakes or the Somerset Levels. The last one was
chosen and it was just as well as the traffic on the M5 in the Bristol area was
horrendous.
The other reason for choosing the Somerset Levels was that there had been
sightings of a river warbler there. Not the most colourful bird but with an average
of one a year appearing in this country, it was worth a detour. After a short walk
from the Ham Wall reserve car park, we all obtained good views of this most
obliging bird as about every ten minutes or so it would pop up from the base of
the reeds for all to see. In the meantime, there had been superb views of a hunting
marsh harrier and a pair of great white egrets. A cuckoo was heard and was
probably the only one heard on the entire trip.
It had been an excellent trip with lovely warm weather, a comfortable hotel, good
food, good company and some very impressive sightings culminating in a UK lifer
for us all although we failed to see any wild boar, goshawks, lesser spotted
woodpeckers or red kites.
Our thanks to Elizabeth for organising the hotel, walks and the weather and to
those keeping the lists.
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Photos from Forest of Dean by R. Turner

Holly Blue Butterfly

Common Blue Damselfly, Club-tailed Dragonfly

Greater Butterfly Orchid, Common Buzzard
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National & Branch Events
National AGM
Saturday 6th November, 2.15pm
Online Zoom Meeting
Illustrated PowerPoint talk by Roy Stewart MBNA –
“Phytophthora – What’s the Problem?”
Starts at 1pm
Please pre-register to book your place –
Email: chairman@bna-naturalist.org
This will ensure the joining details can be
emailed to you nearer the date

BNA branches aim to make others aware and interested in
local wildlife, and to introduce more members to the BNA. Once
you become a member of the BNA you may join in branch
meetings and activities local to you, as well as nationally.
BNA branches are a core part of the Association.
Please contact the branch leaders for more information or to book a place

Essex
For further information contact: essex@bna-naturalists.org
@BNAscience @essexbna

Monday 30th August 2021
Nature Spotting at the Lozenge Nature Area for Families.
Lozenge Nature Area, Lower Park Road, Brightlingsea, Essex CO7 0LG.
Event open between 11.30-4.30pm.
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Saturday 25th September 2021
Fungi, Fruits & Foliage.
Meet: Valley Car Park, University of Essex, Wivenhoe Park, Colchester
CO4 3SQ. 10.00am – 11.30am. Leader Dr. Chris Gibson FBNA

Saturday 25th September 2021
Birds across Essex/Herts Border. Leader William Bishop 07935 287231
Meet 10.30, Marsh Lane Car Park, Stanstead Abbots SG12 8HL

Sunday 10th October 2021
Seagrass at the Naze. Leader Dr. Tim Gardiner FBNA
Meet10.30, beside Naze Tower, Walton-on-the-Naze, CO14 8LJ

Saturday 11th & Sunday 12th December 2021
BNA Essex “Tree” in Brightlingsea Christmas Tree Festival.
Event open over weekend at: All Saints’ Church, Church Road,
Brightlingsea, Essex, (Preparation days 9th & 10th December 2021)

Hertfordshire
For further information contact: Chris James Tel: 01462742684
@BNAscience @hertsbna

Sunday 23rd May
HERTFORD HEATH open heathland, mixed secondary woodland
with ponds.
Leader: Jean Williamson (Tel. 01707 654131 Mob. 07951 990908)
Park and meet in The Roundings, near the College Arms pub (TL352
108 / SG13 7PW) at 10am
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Sunday 6th June
How Wood Area Near St. Albans for plants.
Leader: Alla Mashanova (Mob. 07986 083412)
Park and meet in the Midway Surgery car park, off B4630 Watford Road
at north end of Chiswell Green. (TL136 051 / AL2 3JX) at 10am

Saturday 19th June
Aldbury Common Near Berkhamsted for lichens, plants and other
wildlife.
Leader: Paula Shipway (Tel. 01296 668639 Mob. 07791 986951).
Park & meet in the National Trust Car Park at the top of Tom’s Hill,
Aldbury (SP970 118 / HP23 5SA) at 10 am

Saturday 3rd July
Rusling End, Langley, Near Stevenage moths and a flower meadow.
Leader: Julie Wise (Tel. 01438 821509 Mob. 07759 462330)
Park and meet in private field at Rusling End (TL210 211 / SG4 8TD) at
10 am.
Saturday 17th July
Ellenbrook Fields, Hatfield for summer wildlife.
Leaders: Rose and David Seabrook (Tel: 01707 257279)
Park and meet in Notcutts Garden Centre car park, Smallford, off the
A1057 (TL196 077 / AL4 0HN) at 10 am

Saturday 31st July
Charlton Near Hitchin for summer wildlife.
Leader: Phil Barron (Mob 07743 629127)
Park and meet in small car park off Charlton Road near the closed pub
(TL178 281) at 10 am. There is also limited parking on road-side closeby.
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Saturday 14th August
Bramfield Area for summer wildlife.
Leader: William Bishop (Mob. 07935 287231)
Meet at village hall car park in Bury Lane, Bramfield, (TL 290157) at
10am.

Saturday 28th August
Ickleford for late summer wildlife.
Leader: Ruth Graham (Mob. 07535 523016)
Park near St Katharine's Church on or near Arlesey Road (TL182 316,
SG5 3YJ) and meet by the church at 10 am.

Saturday 11th September
Wallington Near Baldock for autumnal wildlife and fungi.
Leader: Chris James (Tel: 01462 742684 / 07518 053971
Park and meet near Wallington Church (TL 292336) at 10am for a walk
followed by optional afternoon visit for late flowers & insects to Ashwell
Quarry NR
Saturday 25th September
Stanstead Innings and Rye Meads Nature Reserve for birds.
Leader: William Bishop (Mob. 07935 287231)
Park and meet in Marsh Lane car park, off B181, Stanstead Abbots
(TL385 114 / SG12 8HL) at 10 am

Saturday 9th October
Bayfordbury Pinetum, University of Hertfordshire Near Hertford
Leader: Alla Mashanova (Mob. 07986 083412)
Park and meet in main car park on right hand side at top of drive
(TL314104 / SG13 8LD) at 10am.
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Saturday 23rd October
Gobions Wood Nature Reserve, Brookmans Park for fungi.
Leader: Claudi Soler (Mob. 07979 882518).
Park and meet in Gobions Wood Open Space Car Park (TL 249 039)
off Jonas Way at 10am.

South Yorkshire
For further information contact: bnasouthyorkshire@gmail.com
@BNAscience @syorksbna

July 24th
Saturday 20.30, Bat detecting - Holy Trinity Church, S61 2QJ, leaders
Steve Rutherford and Kevin Hinchcliffe. Meet at the church, 20:30
onwards.

August 28th
Saturday 10:00am, Lowland Heath/ Tree Varieties
Parkwood Springs, Sheffield S3 9AA. Leaders Mark Dudley & Catherine
Artindale.

September 26th
Sunday 10:00am - Wood Pasture, Wortley, Sheffield S35 7DH.
Leaders Mark Dudley & Catherine Artindale

October 31st
Sunday 10:00am - Fungi Potter Holes Plantation, Tankersley S75 3DF.
Leader Roy Stewart
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November 28th
Sunday 11am - Winter Tree Identification, Wentworth Garden Centre,
S62 7TF. Leader Steve Rutherford

December 11th
Saturday social event — details to follow

January 15th 2022
Saturday 09:30am - AGM Wentworth Garden Centre, S62 7TF

Taw & Exmoor
For further information contact: Brian Sims Tel: 01271343607
@BNAscience @devonbna

Sunday, March 21st
By popular request a walk around an old Iron Age hill fort at Berry
Castle, followed by a circular trip around the nearby Darracott reservoir.
Meet at 11.00 am at the car parking area in Huntshaw Woods (Map Ref
SS 501 224)
Sunday, April 25th
A woodland walk in Halsdon nature reserve by the River Torridge for
Spring flowers and possible kingfishers, pied flycatchers and sand
martins. Meet at the lower entrance (Map Ref SS 560 117) at 11.00 am
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Sunday, May 23rd
Discover the fauna and flora of the privately owned Field Irish Farm near
Bradworthy which has been farmed alongside nature for generations.
Meet at 11.00 am (Map Ref SS 345 154).
June 7th - June 11th
BNA trip to the Forest of Dean. Details from Elizabeth to follow

Sunday, June 27th
A walk around the wildlife friendly farm of Challacombe, North
Dartmoor, as seen on “Hugh’s Wild West”, for birds, butterflies and
wild flower meadows. Meet at 11.00am (Map Ref SX 694 795). Post
code PL20 6TD.
Sunday, July 25th
Flowers, birds, butterflies and spectacular views around the Countisbury
peninsular. Meet at 11.00 am in the car park to the east of the Blue Ball
Inn car park. (Map Ref SS 753 496).

Sunday, August 15th
By popular request a visit to the Devon Wildlife Trust reserve at Meeth
for flowers, butterflies and dragonflies. Meet at 11.00 am in the car park
(Map Ref SS 542 083)

Sunday, September 26th
A visit to Derek Gow’s 300-acre Upcott Grange Farm by Roadford
reservoir where he breeds species for release back into the wild such as
wildcats, beavers, storks and water voles. Meet at 11.00 am at the farm
(Map Ref SX 413 899) Post code PL6 0JS.
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Sunday, October 10th
Meet at Hillhead Cross (Map Ref SS 852 404), just north of Exford for
the annual red deer rut at 11.00am.

Saturday, November 6th
Annual General Meal at the Royal Hotel, Bideford in the fascinating
Kingsley room. 6.30 pm for 7.00 pm. Followed by entertainment, after
which you will have the opportunity to discuss your ideas for outings for
your branch next year.

Sunday, December 5th
Coach trip to Slimbridge. Leaving the Kingsley Statue, Bideford at 8.00
am and picking up at Yelland, Bickington and Barnstaple. Return
journey at approx. 4.30 pm after the feeding frenzy.

Sunday, January 30th 2022
Annual birdwatching bonanza. Meet at the former Park and Ride car
park by Park School, Barnstaple at 9.00 am to amalgamate into fewer
cars. Visiting Dart's Farm, Goosemoor, Bowling Green Marsh, River
Clyst and the Goat Walk and possibly Exminster Marshes and
Powderham.

Email Communication
To enable us to stay in contact with you, and continue to send you
information and e-bulletins, please let us know if you have changed your
email address, send us a swift email to info@bna-naturalists.org
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Website Shop
Visit the BNA Website www.bna-naturalists.org
to purchase these and other items
Naturalists Items

Folding Magnifier £4.99, Notebook & Pencil £4.99, Loupe Magnifier £6.95

How to Begin the Study of Books

Lichens

Natural History
£9.95 each

Plant Galls

Young Nats Badge Scheme
Join the BNA as a Young Naturalist and work
towards gaining recognition for your skills as a
young naturalist.
The first badge – “BNA Young Naturalist” is sent
with a certificate with your first renewal
membership.

Join Today, visit the BNA Website to find out how.
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